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ECA & ECIA Position Statement on the                                                

Inclusion of children with a disability in  

early childhood education and care.  

VEYL&D Framework  
Resource Kit for Early childhood 
intervention services.  



• Purpose of the frameworks 

- A shared vision for all children 

- Support high quality inclusive curriculum for 
program provision in all EC settings 

- Highlights the notion that learning begins at birth 
and the critical importance of the early years 

- Challenge practices that contribute to inequities  

- Make curriculum decisions that promote  
inclusion and participation  

 



• A universal systems approach is the way forward for 
guaranteeing positive outcomes for children and 
families. 

 

• But… there are significant gaps between 
opportunities for children with additional needs and 
those of other children. 

 

 



New and innovative approaches that complement 
existing initiatives are required to facilitate a stronger 
focus on inclusion. 

• Progress in what is meant by inclusion. 

• Definition (NAEYC) 

– Access 

– Participation 

– Engagement 

 



Parallel school-based initiatives 

Response to Intervention (RTI) 

• For academic and behavioural 
intervention 

• Wide acceptance 

• Universal screening & planning 

• Evidence based process 

• Aimed at increasing progress 
rather than greater inclusion 
necessarily 

<5% 

Individual 

Intensive 

5-15% 

Small group 

Incidental &  
intentional  

teaching 

80-90% 

Universal quality 
relationships & teaching 



• ECA and ECIA are working in partnership to  promote 
the Teaching Pyramid model as a way to focus on the 
inclusion of children with additional needs.  

• The teaching pyramid can strengthen current practice 
and is aligned with the NQF and the EYLF through its 
focus on children’s wellbeing and skills development.  

• The Teaching Pyramid can promote the social 
emotional development and prevent challenging 
behaviours in young children by promoting inclusion in 
universal ECEC settings and participation in broader 
family and community life. 

 

 

 



• The Teaching Pyramid is evidence based and was 
developed by academics from 4 universities – with 
backgrounds in early childhood education, special 
education and behavioural psychology. 

• Prof Mary Louise Hemmeter, Vanderbilt University has 
been our visitor on 3 occasions. 

• The Teaching Pyramid is widely adopted in 10 US states - 
some comprehensive across the entire state 

• See: www.csefel.vanderbilt.edu 

• www.challengingbehavior.org 

• www.ecmhc.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://www.challengingbehavior.org/
http://www.ecmhc.org/


 The Teaching Pyramid 
• Supports all children as well as 

those with additional needs 

• Reduces the need for separate 
segregated teaching 

• Approaches social-emotional and 
behavioural skills development as 
learning like any other 

• Significantly reduces the need for 
intensive intervention 

• Includes development of: 
– Systems & policies 

– Educator coaching 

 



www.challengingbehavior.org 

 



www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel 

 



www.ecmhc.org 

 



• Prof Hemmeter has visited 3 times and has 
offered training around Australia including train 
the trainer. 

• Plans for a small implementation trial in Victoria 
with Monash Uni in 2015. 

• Coaching support for educators to assist them to 
reflect on their relationships with children and 
parents, their educational practices & incidental, 
intentional teaching and management. 



• What does all this mean for early childhood & 
early intervention practices? 

• What else needs to be developed to support 
educators?  

• New outcomes -> if the skills and processes 
required for inclusion always involve the goal of 
active participation and engagement, not just 
access – what will we need to be doing 
differently? 

• What can we do to promote the new vision? 

 

 


