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                                                                                     The images of the child held by adults             
                                                                                     can push adults to behave in certain           
                                                                                     ways, orienting them as they talk to    
                                                                                     the child, listen to the child and           
                                                                                     observe the child, making it very   
                                                                                     difficult for them to act contrary to the     
                                                                                     images they hold (Malaguzzi, 1994). 
                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                   

• There has been a visible shift in contemporary early childhood education (ECE) curriculum 
and research towards images of infants as competent and able.  

• Notions of infant competency in ECE contexts mean that infants are thought to be capable 
of co-directing the processes of their own learning. 

• But viewing infants as learners presents a challenging mind-shift for some teachers 
(Brownlee, Berthelsen, & Segaran, 2009; Dalli, Rockel, Duhn, Craw, & Doyle, 2011). 

• Infants have the right to experience ECE that optimises and enables their agency and 
learning, rather than hinder their learning opportunities. 

• With the focus of literature predominantly on educators’ thoughts, reflections and 
perceptions, how their beliefs manifest in the lived experience of infants in ways that enable 
and constrain them remains to be explored. 

• Additionally, it is timely to ascertain if discourses of capable and competent children are 
being enacted in practice with infants and so potentially influence the content and delivery of 
training programs for ECEs in Australia. 

 

        The conceptions ECEs hold about  

        infants, (i.e. their attitudes, beliefs,  

        understandings and ‘taken for granted’ 

        assumptions) have the potential to  

        guide their practices with infants in  

        ways that enable and/or constrain  

        the infants’ experiences.  
 

 

 

 
 

   Background and rationale 

This project is supported through the Australian Government’s Collaborative Research Networks (CRN) program. 
 

 

  

• The study took an ethnographic approach using a case  
     study design. I entered the site as a participant observer 
     and soon become ‘intensely involved’ in the social 
     and cultural world of interest (Goldbart & Hustler, 2005). 
 
• Observation of the typical practices of the infants and  
    educators was undertaken during three weekly, two-hour  
    visits over a period of six months. 

 
• During visits data was collected in various forms  
    including written field notes, photo essays, digital audio  
    and video recording, group discussions, and artefacts of  
    the service i.e. existing programs, educator observations,  
    and portfolios.  
 

• Photo documentation of infants’ practices was shared with infants as a way to make the 
research accessible to the infants in real and meaningful ways. Additionally the photos 
served as a mode of communication, and a way of sharing the research with educators and 
families.  

 

 

                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Group discussions with educators took place during regular staff meetings, using excerpts 
of video footage as the stimulus for discussion. The ‘Practice Architectures Map’ was used 
as an external point of reference to unpack the clips. The aim was to minimise the potential 
for participants to feel personally judged or scrutinised and thus allow the focus to be on 
practice and the children’s experience. 

 

     The theory of practice architectures  

     brings to light a view of the ideological, 

     material, individual, shared, cultural,  

     relational, political, and economic 

     Influences of/on practice (Kemmis &  

     Grootenboer, 2008).  

                    

         

                                                                                                (Kemmis, 2012) 

Kemmis and Grootenboer (2008) refer to practices as ‘sayings’, ‘doings’ and ‘relatings’, which 
are enabled and constrained by the practice architectures of the site of practice.  

These practice architectures are made up of cultural-discursive arrangements, material 
economic arrangements, and social-political arrangements of practice that have become fixed 
rather than fluid. 

The practice architectures of ECE shape, and are shaped by, the practices of individual 
practitioners of the site. 

The theory of practice architectures was used to: 

• identify and explore some of the practices i.e. the ‘sayings’, ‘doings’ and ‘relatings’ of ECEs 
in relation to infant capabilities, and identify how the practice architectures of ECE enabled 
and constrained their actions.  

• to frame infants’ ‘sayings’, ‘doings’ and ‘relatings’ as practices, and examine what the 
practice architectures of their experiences in ECE are and how they enabled and 
constrained their actions.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Methodology  The theory of practice architectures 

The aim of the proposed research is to explore whether, and if so, how ECEs’ conceptions of 
infants’ capabilities manifest in educators’ practice in ways that affect babies’ lived experience 
in ECEC contexts. 

 

  Research aim 
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