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Acknowledgement  to Country 

We would like to acknowledge that this workshop  

  is being held on the traditional lands of the  

 Wurungeri people and recognise the strength, 

resilience and capacity of Aboriginal people in this 

land. We would like to pay my respect to the elders, 

past, present and future. 
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Ramila Sadikeen 

 

 



Overview: 
 Is reconciliation a myth? 

  Or Is it a reality? 
 
  

 

• Collectively defining reconciliation 

• educators role in effecting change and achieving reconciliation 

• Reconceptualising practice –  moving beyond rhetoric and 
tokenism  

• Where to from here - committing to our personal and professional 
obligations to achieving reconciliation 

 

 

 

 



Reflective Questions: 
How do we, as a profession, reconceptualise and transform  

practice to move beyond rhetoric and tokenism?  

 

What is my role as a professional in leading change in socially 

constructed practices and narratives  - in promoting a spirit of 

reconciliation and respect? 

 

What life and learning opportunities do I want for the children and 

families of the future  

 

Where you do start? 

 

Who do I talk with??  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Australian Professional Standards for Teachers  >>>  
 
2.4 Understand and respect Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to 
promote reconciliation between Indigenous and nonindigenous Australians 
 
Demonstrate broad knowledge of, understanding of and respect for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and languages. 

 

It is necessary to reject the “One size fits all” approach   
teaching  



National Quality Standard>>> 

 



Early Years Learning Framework: 

Educators recognise that diversity 
contributes to the richness of our 
society and provides a valid  evidence 
base about ways of knowing.  For 
Australia it also includes promoting 
greater understanding of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander ways of 
knowing and being.  
(Commonwealth of Australia, 2009, p. 13) 



Discussion forum 
 

• Focus on early childhood practice 
 

 
• Appropriate resources for use in early childhood 

settings 
 
• Influence in the wider community 

 
• What can we learn from early childhood curriculum 

models such as Te Whariki? 



 
“Indigenous children carry with them a reserve 
of knowledge that is their special inheritance, 
and from which we can all benefit.” 
 

Marta Santos Pais 
Ensuring the Rights of Indigenous Children 

UNICEF, 2003 



Education for social justice  
 
It is important to remember that the decision of 
what to make the basics of education, like every 
major curriculum decision, depends not simply 
on the way the world is but on the way we think it 
should be, on the kind of life we believe to be 
worth living, and on the kind of society we 
believe to be worth living in. 
 
Jane Roland Martin, “Two Dogmas of Curriculum” 
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• Building up the library.  
Obtain titles from Aboriginal and Islander perspectives for all age groups!  

• Involving local and non-local Indigenous visitors to visit / to be involved in the centre.  
This might involve you travelling to adjoining areas to make the invitation to visit. 

• What about occasional Indigenous guest speakers to the Parents meetings?  

• Don’t be afraid to have current Indigenous topics in the classroom. 
Try not to focus just on 200 years ago. 

• Don’t worry about making mistakes.  
Intentions are what counts.  

 

• Persistence is what matters.  
Keep going throughout the year, not just on NAIDOC week.  

 



 

 

 



Thank you 


