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International ECEC context 

• Human Capital Theory         

• OECD: Starting Strong 

• Increased ECEC quality: Long-term benefits 
 

                     Growing up in New Zealand 

                     Effective Provision of Pre-school Education  

                     Race to the Top 
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National Partnership Agreement on  

Early Childhood Education 
 

 

 “... improve the supply and integration of early childhood services,  

including child care and early learning and development,  

through the delivery of universal access to quality early childhood education  

in the year before full time schooling.”  

              (Council of Australian Governments, 2009, p. 3) 
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“The inherent differences between the sectors ...                                          

means that transitioning students have to adjust to 

different learning cultures, expectations and            

means of assessment.” 
 

                                                                                                                                                                     (White, 2014, p. 4) 



CRICOS No. 00213J a university for the world real 
R 



CRICOS No. 00213J a university for the world real 
R 

ECEC workforce development 

• National ECEC Workforce Census: 2010 

• Early Years Workforce Strategy: 2012 (National) 

• ECEC Workforce Action Plan: 2011-2014 (Qld) 

  Early Childhood Teacher Scholarships     
Bridging Program for Primary Teachers 

 



CRICOS No. 00213J a university for the world real 
R 

Another pathway … 

• VET to university: Articulating students 

• Widening participation 

• Strengths & challenges 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                    (Australian Qualifications Framework Council, 2011, p. 76) 
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Articulating Students’ Conceptions (ASC) Study 

What are the qualitatively different ways in which   

ECEC preservice teachers view and experience 

articulation from VET to university? 
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Preservice teachers’ articulation experiences 

Preliminary categories  

 

• Stress & anxiousness 

• Being organised & prepared 

• High expectations 

• Sense of support: Staff, students & family 

• Pursuing career goal 
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Stress & anxiousness 

 “I've actually struggled ... it was a massive jump up from the diploma. I became very 

self-conscious of my grammatic (sic) skills and then led to the fact, “Oh, I can't write, I 

can't write!” ... I just put this big barrier up so the anxiety blocked my ability to take on 

information. I was just permanently anxious about my writing skills ... which made me 

doubt my choice ... I think it was like diving off the highest diving board.”         

 

 

Georgie 
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Being organised & prepared 

 “I was overly organised ... I didn't want to slack off or have to redo stuff or anything. 

So I came into uni here doing library tours, doing library sessions. I had everything 

ready. I knew my way around the whole of the university ... I wanted to know as much 

as I could ... I was really prepared. Because of my nerves, I was prepared.” 

 

 

      Estelle                                                                                       
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High expectations 

  

 “I knew in my mind I had to write academically and write well structured assignments ... I 

think, in my experience anyway, my work I've done through (an RTO) I didn’t have to write 

to that level ... referencing and citing ... but I knew I had to do it. So it’s probably something 

you know is there ... I never did it. When I went to (an RTO) or anywhere.”                 

 

 

 Maree           
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Sense of support: Staff, students, family 

 Staff: “... a 25 minute session with a librarian. I started with that and then I said, ‘I'd love the 

ongoing sort of support’. Just to check assignments, make plans about what I'm going to do 

and make sure I'm on track ... it could be once a week ... great to know it's there.”   Elyse                                                                                                        

 

 Students: “We also had a peer mentor from 4th year that stepped us through one whole 

subject and met with us every Wednesday ... We were able to see previous assignments and 

(ask) any questions and (get) any help with referencing, and that was valuable.”       Karen                                                                                      

 

 Family: “My mum can tell as well! When she proofreads my assignments she says, ‘Yes, 

you're getting better’.”                                                                                               Elissa  
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Pursuing career goal 

 “The primary reason is just so I could study more ... Also it has a lot to do with regulations. 

Because I want to get into a kindergarten, I need to be qualified by the end of 2014 or 15 

when it comes into legislation that every child care has to have a Bachelor of Education 

(Early Childhood) qualified person. So I want to get the best for me so I can get a good job 

and I can have the skills I need to be the best I can be and to teach my children.”         

 

Joy          
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What helped these students?  

  

 

Links to prior learning 

 

Developing academic literacy skills 

 

A question: What might help in the future? 

 

 
QUT is acknowledged for its financial contribution of Domestic Conference Support for this presentation.   
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