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Our research 

 

• What did we set out to do? 

• What did we learn along the way? 

• How did we effect change? 

• What are our critical reflections and conclusions? 





 
‘… relation of asymmetrical dependency: movements rely on the 
media for access to publics much more than media rely on movements for 
copy.’  (Gamson & Wolfsfeld in Carroll and Hackett, 2006) 
 
 

It’s all about relationships…but who has the power? 

‘Old’ media 



 Addressing the classic conflict between sociologists and economists 
 
 
 The ‘how to of activism’…Using an Advocacy Coalition Framework 

(ACF) 
 

‘The ACF stresses the difficulty of changing normative 

beliefs and the tendency for actors to relate to the world through 

a set of perceptual filters composed of pre-existing 
beliefs that are difficult to alter’ Sabatier P 195, 2007 

 
 





“It doesn’t matter what they are 
saying so long as they are talking 
about you.” 



“I just heard 7 wins in a row”  
Moneyball 



We understand life through stories.  We tell stories to make 
sense out of chaos. 
 
As advocates we need to control the narrative. 
 

Twitter and Op-eds 
Using Twitter in the 2013 Election and Writing Op-eds 
 





Another type of story 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/45uytdh8txbcz
8a/Untitled%20Project-
Apple%20Devices%20HD%20%28Most%2
0Compatible%29.m4v 
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Stories in 140 characters 











Early Childhood online 

 

• Early childhood – always late to the party! 

 

• Conflict – potential versus risk 

 

• Sharing knowledge versus activism 



Blogs and Facebook 

 

• Early Childhood Australia / NQS PLP 

 

• Let the Children Play 

 

• Ahoy there! The new activists on the block… 



Twitter 

 

• Education and Twitter – a place for ECEC? 

 

• Small fish in a big pond 
 

• Hashtag activism – all aboard #OzEarlyEd! 



Making connections 

 

• A place for voices – to what end? 

 

• The Australian story on child rights 

 

• Who will tell our story? 





References 
Carroll. W.K & Hackett R.A (2006)  Democratic media activism through the lens of social movement theory 
Media Culture Society 2006; 28; 83 
 
Sabatier, P (2006)  Theories of the Policy Process, Westview 
 


