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The Logan Child Friendly Community Consortium  

 
The Logan Child Friendly Community Consortium (CFCC) aims to: 
 
- bring together government, non-government, community organisations 

and community members; 
 
- work collaboratively to promote and enhance the health and wellbeing 

of infants, children and young people (conception to 18 years), their 
families and communities; 

 
- Be informed by UNICEF's child friendly cities applying the UNCRC and 

by the UNESCO Growing up in Cities initiative. 



Demographic data – Logan City Council, Qld   

- 4th largest Qld council area and 5th largest Australian council area with a 
population of 287,517  

 

- Population increases by 2% every year 

 

- 215 ethnicities represented with 26.1 per cent of people born overseas 

 

- Between July 2006 to June 2012,  32.7 % of the population were from a 

humanitarian migration background  
http://www.logan.qld.gov.au/about-logan/living-in-logan/statistics-and-facts 

 

  

  



Demographic data – Logan City Council, Qld   

 

 

  

  

-Median age is 33 years  

 

-31% population is aged under 20 years 

 

Top 11 languages other than English spoken at home; 

 Samoan  Mandarin   Hindi  

 Spanish   Vietnamese   Arabic  

 Khmer   Cantonese   Tagalog  

 German   Romanian  
 

http://www.logan.qld.gov.au/about-logan/living-in-logan/statistics-and-facts 

 

 

-  



Story of the Project ..    

 In 2007, Bendigo was the first city in Australia to be recognised as a 

Child Friendly City by UNICEF 

 

 The Bendigo Child Friendly City Leadership Group developed the 

State of Bendigo’s Children Report  to further develop a Child 

Friendly City and advocate for the needs of children 

 
http://www.childfriendlycity.com.au/File.axd?id=a933f130-0c16-47d0-a473-2062dff69400 

 

 The Logan Consortium has drawn on the work of Bendigo and in 

conjunction with others has developed the Logan Together, May 

2014 to improve child development outcomes for all Logan children 
 
 



Story of the Project ..    

Logan Child Friendly Cities Consortium follow up discussion identified: 
 
 lack of young children’s voices being represented in the Child 

Friendly Cities Consortium and in the Logan public arena; 
 
 the need to establish a Children’s Consultation Action Group. 

 
 
 
 
 



Children’s Consultation Action Group  
 

 To lift the platform for children’s voices to be heard within community and 
consider how this is recognized, measured and enacted; 

 
 Explore how children’s voices are represented specifically within the local 

government and state government community plans; 
 
 Strengthen the skills and leadership of educators to engage in authentic and 

ethical consultation with children;  
 
 Build communities of practice where educators can share their learning 

journeys and engage in critical thinking and reflective practice within a 
supported model. 

 

 

  



The Start of the project …….    

Hosting two professional conversations: 
 
 Guest speakers: practice examples of ethical engagement approaches 

with young children;  
 
 Professional conversation: stimulating professional interest in listening to 

and engaging with young children’s voices in public policy and debate.  
 
Provided resources for educators: 
 
 Sample consent forms; 

 
 Principled frameworks for consulting with children 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider key resources 
 
A child’s right to be heard 

 

• Listening to children resources 

- Alison Clark, Pauline Harris, 

Maribyrnong Council 

 

• Relevant resources about 

UNCRC principles of engaging 

in ethical consultations with 

children 

 

• Legal vs ethical issues of 

consent by young children  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Number of returned 
surveys 

19 Services participated in the survey 
This captured 183 educators 

 
Level of Educators 

Qualifications 

Bachelor of 
Education 

Advanced 
Diploma 

Diploma Certificate III 

 12% 6% 43% 39% 
How do educators 

listen to children to 
effect decision 

making in the centre 

 
 Choices of activities for the day was addressed on almost 

all the surveys 
 Decisions of rule making 
 Assisting in safety checks 
 Choices in what documentation would be displayed 

from the day 
 Writing letters to local politicians 

 
What connections 

does the centre have 
with the community 

 
 Vistis from the local council shows 
 School visits 
 Local shop visits 
 Library visits 
 Bush kindy visits once a term 

 
 

Services were asked 
if they were aware of 
and worked with the 
Logan City Plan 2015 

 

 
 72% of services had not heard of the document 
 27% of services had heard of it but were not familiar 

with it 
 1 service is using the plan with the thinking and 

development of the QIP 



 
Two ‘Consultations with Children’ Projects: 
 
 
 “Why is there rubbish here?” A project with Daisy Hill National Park 
 
 
 
 Listening to Children in Logan:  The ‘report back’ to the children by 

Goodstart Early Learning. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 But why is there rubbish here? 



The discoveries 

 

 

The children were saddened to 
find rubbish (drink cans) had 

been stuffed down inside hollow 
stumps. 

 



Discussion about why the rubbish was there? 
A question was posed – “Why do you think the rubbish is 
there?” 

 ‘Cos there’s no bins 

They bring food and dump it on the grass 

Maybe they forget to take the rubbish 

They might have fallen over and dropped it and then they forgot 
to pick it up 

Maybe they’re bad people that want to make koalas sick 

There might be holes in their bags and they don’t know it’s 
dropped out 

People are lazy 

 

 



The conversation started moving towards the 
dangers to the wildlife  

I posed another question – “tell me who or what do you think 
all the rubbish hurts?” 

- Us 

- Humans 

- Animals 

- Trees ‘cos glass might cut branches 

 



We took a pro-active approach 
to support the animals 

 

 

We have sponsored a 
eucalyptus tree to 
continue to build 

Harold’s Forrest where 
Koalas can live without 

losing their precious 
food 



The reasons were all considered valid and we moved 
on to discuss each reason in more depth. 

  
 

 

A new question was posed:  “Why are there no bins?” 

- Because joeys might go in and eat stuff and get sick 

- A koala might drop out of a tree into the bin 

- Animals might eat the rubbish 

- They might eat tins and hurt their teeth and break them 

- They could scratch their noses 

- Their claws might get stuck 

 



Investigation about bins in Canada 
 

 

An educator had lived in Canada 
for many years and shared how 
the bears were protected from the 
food by the ‘special bins’ put 
there 

 

 

The question was posed to the 
children – What could we do? 

 

 



What might the bins look like? 



How could we get rubbish bins placed at the Forrest 

• We could borrow bins from Canada - the ones with clips 
and buttons so that our animals can't open them  

• Send an email to the people in Canada (unfortunately no response) 

• We discussed the merit of both these suggestions and it 
was agreed that both could be worthwhile,  

 

 



What should the park look like? 



March visit 2014 

On returning for our first visit this year the group of 2014 were just as keen to continue the 
work of last years group 

 

After eating our morning tea we set to 
work with bags to collect rubbish that 
had been discarded in the bush area 
– and what a lot we found. The 
children were shocked at all the bits 
of plastic, chocolate bar wrappers and 
even coffee cups.  



What is the future? 

We have finally been able to make contact with the local park 
ranger to form a working partnership to do our bit for the 

community  

 

The children are planning to design a sign that we are hoping 
will be permanently erected to remind people to take their 

rubbish 

 



Listening to Children 
in Logan. 

Our favourite places and spaces. 



Listening to Children 
in Logan. 

Our favourite places and spaces. 



Small group 
conversations. 



Movement, dancing and games.  



Drawing. 



Painting. 



Brainstorming. 



Video, photo and audio. 



The children give consent / ‘permission’ at every step. 



Children’s consent 
 

“Ticks”. 



Children’s consent 



Children’s consent. 

. 



Our favourite places at home. 



My favourite place at home.  
Next door. 
My friend Trinity. I like to play with her at  
her house and she likes to play with me at  
my house. 
 
My room with the Barbies. 
 
She tells me to bring my horses but I  
won’t bring them. 



 
Saxon’s favourite place at home. 
 

My ride a bike with my friend 
David. At my mum’s house. 
This is a motorbike. 



My favourite place at home.  

My swing goes squeak, squeak, squeak. 
I like to squeak. 
I like my squeak, watching around. 
 
( I see) Doggies, houses, people, my 
mummy and dad and grandad’s house. It 
is very far away. I live at my old grandad’s 
house. He lives in a new house now. 



My favourite place at home is 
 

My bouncy bunk bed. 
Warm blankets there 
cause I go to sleep at 
night. Can’t sleep in 
the morning have to 
go to school. 



In my backyard.  
I live on acreage.  



Playing in my 
bedroom with 
my brother.  



Chloe loves football.  
Me and my sister and my other sister – two 
sisters played. Mum and dad picked us up and 
the other mum took us there. I loved playing 
football.  



Rahaan’s favourite place at home is with his toys. “Cause they scare 
me!”. 



Our favourite places in the community. 



Adam’s grandad took him to Tygum Park.  
I didn’t want to go around the whole park. But 
we did. Timmy (my dog) went with us.  



Rahaan enjoys going to the ‘duck park’. 



Kirra likes fishing.  

That’s the way to the centre and that’s a fish 
because I like fishing. 



Kekoa likes fishing too. He has a 
blue rod. He has been fishing at 

Cabbage Tree Point. 
 

I fish with my dad. 
I fish with my mum.  

I like it even if I don’t catch a  
fish.  

 
 



Jesse’s has been to Tygum Park and Jacobs Well.  
 

I go there. I get to go in grandad’s boat when he 
is not sick…… one day I caught a BIG fish.  



Jake and Chloe love Cedar Creek. 
 

Jake - Been there with daddy and mummy. Lukey 
and Ben. Like a pool.  
 
Chloe - We went there and drank the water. It was 
yum and it felt like a rainbow.  



Chloe has been to the ‘duck park’ and Jacobs 
Well. 

 
 Jacobs Well is where we splash and go 

swimming. The bird flied there. 
 

I like the birds at the ‘duck park’.  



Jules goes with  
mum and dad. Just two people shopping.  
Sausage. Pies also. Kmart has big people 
clothes. Mum or dad clothes and smoking, 

new shirt. Big girls shop.  
Shirt. Red shirt.  

Black shirt.  
White and black shirt.  



What makes a good place to be? 



What makes a good place to be? 
Somewhere you can “play’. 
 
Somewhere that “makes you laughter”. 
 
Somewhere that has ‘seats’.  
 
Somewhere that has “fast slides”.  
 
Somewhere “where you can help people”.  
 
Somewhere that “keeps you healthy”.  
 
“Somewhere you can go with your Mum and Dad  and  
  Nanny and baby brother”. 
 



Comments from educators 
 Children should be consulted and involved in everything that effects them. 

 

 Make sure you value what children are saying and act on it.  

 

 Don’t put words into children’s mouths. Let them tell you. Let them express 

themselves (Educational Leader). 

 

 Have higher expectations of children and what they can do. 

 

 Consult with children in many ways. Be creative. 

 

 To treat children as citizens allows them to be more involved in their worlds 

(ECT & CD).  

 



What is the future for Consulting with Children 
Action Group? 

 Further professional development and ongoing mentoring of early childhood 

educators in consulting with children; 

 

 Providing the children’s views to Logan City Council through the Collective 

Impact; 

 

 Developing case studies and educator capacity in engaging in consultations 

with children.  
 



Questions or comments?  

 

 



Contacts  

Alison Evans: alison@candk.asn.au 

 

Emma King: eking@goodstart.org.au / Emma.King@dete.qld.gov.au 

 

Carrie Rose: carrie_rose@icloud.com 
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