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Are diversity and justice compelling questions  
for our times and in the work we do as early childhood educators? 

 

Are children’s rights and responsibilities at the heart of the work in 
which we engage with, for and by children? 

 

Is complexity a challenge we embrace? 
 
 
 



Article 12 
‘States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his 
or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters 
affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in 
accordance with the age and maturity of the child.’  



Shortfall … 

 

 

National Children’s & Youth Law 
Centre & UNICEF Australia 2011 

Listen to children: Child Right’s NGO 
Report 

 



… an uneven affair … 
 

 

 

… and a call to action. 



Children’s Voices & Participation Research Project 

In South Australia 



Since 2010 
- Over 3,000 children & young people  
 

- 50 public, private & community based education and care services 
 

- Informing: 

- Review of SA’s Strategic Plan 

- A local government’s social plan 

- Proposed state legislation 

- Whole of Government policy: Every Chance for Every Child 

- Australia’s first Child Friendly Accreditation Model led by SA 

- Partnered with: EC educators, UNICEF, the Children, Anglicare SA, local 

government councils, Local Government Association SA 

 



Children in Priority Circumstances 

Children living in poverty or very low 
SES conditions 
 
Children living with a disability 
 
Children who identify as Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander 
 
Children who are in or have 
experienced out-of-home care 
 
Children living in homeless conditions 
 

 

Children living as refugees 
 
Children incarcerated in the juvenile 
justice system 
 
Children experiencing domestic 
violence and abuse 
 
Children in early phases of learning 
English as an additional language  
 
Children who are young and very young 

 



What have been EC Educators’ key learnings  

about children’s citizenship and their right to be heard? 



Assumptions 

Seeing the competent child 

 

Understanding the world 
through children’s lenses 



Partnerships 



Embedded 
Practice 

 
• In children’s and young people’s 

educational settings 

• Belonging, Being & Becoming – 
EYLF 

• Civics & Citizenship 

 

• In children and young people’s 
communities 

 

 



Dialogue 

 

What it means to 
encounter children 
and young people in 
and about their world 
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Dialogue  
with children … 

And their words and expressions are used to map  
what’s important to them. 

In authentic situations… 

Where children talk in and about their worlds… 



Meaningful 

 

 

Shared goals and 
clarity of processes 

and outcomes 

 



Many 
languages 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… drawing … painting …  music 
… song … photography … 

exploratory … dramatic and 
imaginary play …as well as the 

spoken and written word 

 



WAYS OF KNOWING 
 

WAYS OF TELLING 
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Agency  

 

 

 

 
Children and young people 
taking the lead as agents of 

action and reflection, 
supported by adults in                   

co-construction 

 



Inclusivity 

 

 
All voices are heard … 

 

Time and structures             
allow and sustain dialogue 

 



Documentation 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Trustworthy 

Cross-checking 
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Connecting themes 
with child friendly 

domains 

Distilling & reporting 
 key messages for 

consideration & uptake 

Broader interests & concerns 
 these expressions  

signify 

What  
children  
express 



Consequence 

What difference does 
participation make in 

children’s lives? 

 

What benefits has it 
brought for children? 
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Meaningful Many languages Agency 

Inclusivity Documentation Consequence 
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Meaningful Many languages Agency 

Inclusivity Documentation Consequence 

RELATIONSHIP 



Relationships 
 

 

 

 

Mutual trust … respect 
… faith … hope and 

optimism … humility 
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How do and how might 
children participate 

in decision-making in your early childhood settings? 
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‘We must learn who the children are, and not focus on what we assume 
them to be – at risk, learning disabled, behavior disordered, etc.  

This means developing relationships with students 
and understanding their political, cultural and intellectual legacy.’ 

 
(Delpit, 2003, p. 19)  
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