
1EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2016  •  REGISTRATION BROCHURE

© Charmaine Pwerle/AAA

REGISTRATION
BROCHURE

THIS IS CHILDHOODEar
ly C

hildhood Australia National Conference 2016

Pedagogy and practice in the ear
ly y

ear
s

5–8 October 2016
Darwin Convention Centre, Northern Territory

Platinum sponsor: Gold sponsor:Gold plus sponsor: Silver sponsors:

© Charmaine Pwerle/AAA



2 REGISTRATION BROCHURE  •  EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2016

© Charmaine Pwerle/AAA

Welcome from Ros Cornish, 
ECA National President

Early Childhood Australia’s (ECA) 30th National Conference 
This is childhood, to be held at the Darwin Convention 
Centre from 5–8 October 2016, promises to be a major 
professional event for the early childhood education and care 
(ECEC) sector. 

Historically the conference attracts participants from across 
the ECEC sector from all over Australia and beyond. Yet 
again, presenters from Australia and overseas will share their 
knowledge and experience to provoke and challenge both 
policy and practice as the impetus for improving outcomes 
for children. The event will also reaffirm our commitment to 
Reconciliation and obligation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children. 

The conference program will provide a mix of session styles, 
content and social activities and will have something for 
everyone—educators, researchers, trainers, academics, 
leaders, allied professionals and policy-makers. It aims 
to affirm, extend and inspire participants to return to their 
respective workplaces revitalised and renewed in their work 
with young children. 

Having attended the Darwin Conference in 1999 and 
on subsequent visits since, I know this city promises an 
experience like no other—from its balmy weather and eclectic 
food and culture, waterfront restaurants, tropical parklands 
and art precincts, to its world-class natural attractions nearby. 
Attending the conference provides a great opportunity not 
only to network, engage in professional conversations and 
gain new knowledge to support and advance the education 
and wellbeing of young children, but also to extend your visit 
to experience what Darwin and its surrounds has to offer.

Everyone at the Northern Territory Branch of Early Childhood 
Australia and ECA nationally is looking forward to the 
conference and welcoming participants to ECA’s 30th 
National Conference.

Ros Cornish 
National President 
Early Childhood Australia

P.S. Don’t forget—ECA members can benefit 
from very worthwhile savings on conference 
registration fees and enjoy meeting other 
members from their own state or territory branch 
at the conference. Join now and know that 
you are supporting ECA as a strong voice for 
young children.

Register early to enjoy early bird savings!
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Conference themes

Introducing the concepts 
underpinning the 2016 
conference
This is childhood celebrates the capability, strengths and joy 
of children and childhood in Australia now. 

At the 2016 Early Childhood Australia National Conference 
share a vision that places childhood at the centre of practice 
and pedagogy for the early years. 

This is childhood in Australia. The thriving, complex, beautiful 
Top End has the highest proportion of children in the 
population than in any other part of Australia. 

Come and learn in the place that fuses diverse Australian 
childhoods, where capital city and urban meet remote and 
regional. Venture into new territory that brings culturally 
diverse perspectives, evidence-based practice, traditions and 
new thinking together. 

Connect with colleagues, share and consider early childhood 
teaching and learning through practical, theoretical and 
reflective lenses.

Conference highlights

• renowned international and Australian speakers

• workshop sessions across all conference themes

• a range of centre tours

• current Australian research

• panel on fathering

• panel on storytelling

• update on the work of the ECA Code of Ethics

• presentations and awards:

 » Early Childhood Australia Doctoral Thesis Award

 » Barbara Creaser Memorial Lecture

• welcome reception at Darwin Convention Centre

• HESTA Early Childhood Education and Care 
Awards Dinner.

Create
create strong communities

Imagine
imagine the future

Inspire
be inspired to reach beyond quality

Discover
discover your potential

Strong connections and lively collaborations are at the 
heart of practice and pedagogy in the early years for 
all children and families. Partnerships, practice and 
research come together as this theme traces the powerful 
relationships between professionals, communities, 
families and children. Explore the secret to building strong 
communities and families. Experience and learn from 
the deep strength that comes from acknowledging and 
valuing Indigenous, ethnic and cultural perspectives.

When imagination meets evidence, practice and 
pedagogy are transformed. This lively theme will 
be hands-on, interactive and accessible. So come 
prepared to unleash your imagination on the possibilities 
for new ideas and the evidence-base on topics as 
wide ranging as the arts, environments, literacies, 
numeracies, technologies, science, assessment and 
curriculum planning.

Light a spark. This theme will inspire, challenge and 
provoke new aspirations and innovation. Learn and reflect 
with peers and leaders to discover new pathways and 
expand ways of thinking and knowing. This theme will 
invite dialogue and foster inquiry. We will reach beyond 
current constructs of quality and explore the potential 
for excellence in pedagogy, curriculum and learning 
environments.

Every early childhood educator is a leader. New and 
experienced leaders will explore what it means to be a 
leader. Where do roles, responsibility and educational 
leadership intersect? How do ‘leaders lead’ in service 
management and community engagement? In this theme 
add to your leaders’ toolkit with topics on personal and 
positional leadership, communication styles, effective 
partnerships and where accountability, performance, 
change management, advocacy and ethics fit.
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Conference venue and destination
Darwin Convention Centre
Welcome to the Darwin Convention Centre, a modern, world-class venue with spectacular views 
over Darwin Harbour. 

Set in a lush tropical setting, the Darwin Convention Centre is the centre-piece of the Darwin 
Waterfront Precinct. An excellent selection of accommodation, cafes, restaurants, pubs, 
shops, parkland, a wave lagoon pool and sheltered sandy beach are within a minute’s walk of 
the centre. 

The centre offers multi-purpose and adaptable spaces and is fully airconditioned year round. It 
has a main Auditorium; 4000 square-metres of column-free hall space and up to seven meeting 
rooms. The light-filled foyers offer stunning waterfront views and are ideal for break-out spaces 
and networking. 

The centre’s friendly team of professionals are passionate about producing outstanding food and 
providing excellent service to ensure your conference is a successful and memorable occasion.

With year-round warm tropical weather and a more relaxed pace, Darwin offers delegates the 
opportunity to leave behind the hustle and bustle of a big city and relax. They find there is space 
to think and time to learn, network and make authentic connections.

Darwin is approximately a four-hour flight from the majority of Australian capital cities and the 
Darwin International Airport is about a 15 minute drive from the Darwin CBD and the Convention 
Centre. Delegates staying at city hotels can easily walk to the centre within 15 minutes, via the 
elevated ‘Sky Bridge’ and through the Waterfront Precinct.

With a welcoming multicultural population, tropical outdoor lifestyle, spectacular scenery and 
unique quintessential Top End experiences, Darwin is a place like no other. We look forward to 
welcoming you to the Darwin Convention Centre for the Early Childhood Australia Conference.
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Introducing Darwin
Australia’s Northern Territory is one of the most popular visitor 
destinations in the world. People come to see and enjoy 
an ancient Aboriginal culture and a multitude of natural and 
cultural treasures.

Darwin is the gateway to the Australian Outback and some of 
the country’s best tourism experiences. Progressive, vibrant, 
and energising, Darwin is a breath of fresh air that will always 
prove irresistible to potential delegates, encouraging high 
attendance.

The Territory’s increasing status as a world leader in energy 
development and mineral exploration has made Darwin 
the destination of choice for the resources industry’s most 
prestigious and influential events.

Home to the largest number of Indigenous Australians per 
capita, the Northern Territory also has extensive experience 
in a wide range of Indigenous matters including health, 
education, training and business development.

Darwin is also home to the Menzies School of Health 
Research, which is internationally renowned for its work in 
Indigenous health, tropical diseases and infections.

Darwin’s location offers unique capabilities in areas of tropical 
expertise. Scientists are working at the cutting edge of tropical 
medicine, food production, architecture, climate change 
research, preventing incursions of exotic pests and fighting 
tropical diseases.

The Northern Territory is also the ideal place to gain valuable 
insights in environmental science, geographic information 
systems, environmental risks assessments and tropical wildlife 
management as much of the region remains untouched—from 
the savannas and wetlands to the dry arid regions.

Top experiences:

• face off with the giants of Crocosaurus Cove in Darwin

• explore the Territory Wildlife Park in Berry Springs

• cruise the Mary River Wetlands from Darwin

• go bird watching in the mangroves in Darwin

• discover natural wonders at Litchfield National Park

• travel through history at the Darwin Military Museum

• cruise around Darwin Harbour

• immerse yourself in Northern Territory Aboriginal culture

• fly over Kakadu and cruise Yellow Water Billabong

• visit the Mindil Beach Market at sunset.

The ECA National Conference encompasses a range of social 
functions outside of the Darwin Convention Centre, including 
the Awards Dinner and a range of special tours available 
to conference delegates. We are working hard to create a 
range of events that will showcase the full beauty of what 
Darwin has to offer visitors, to provide you with a complete 
experience while at the ECA 2016 National Conference.

Travelling around Darwin
Darwin International Airport is located 13 kilometres from the 
CBD. Registered taxis are available 24/7 to take delegates to 
city hotels. It is approximately $25 one way from the airport to 
the city centre.

Darwin Airport Shuttle operates from the Arrivals terminal of 
the Darwin International Airport to all CBD hotels. The service 
operates 24/7 including public holidays. Delegates can pre-
purchase a ticket from www.darwinairportshuttle.com.au, or 
buy a one way or return ticket from the Darwin Airport Shuttle 
desk or shuttle bus driver. Cost is $18 one way or $30 return.

Delegates staying at city hotels can leisurely walk to the 
Darwin Convention Centre within 15 minutes via the elevated 
‘Sky Bridge’ into the Darwin Waterfront Precinct.

Public buses operate seven days a week including public 
holidays. All bus routes travel into the CBD with bus route 
14 travelling to the Darwin Waterfront and the Darwin 
Convention Centre. 

All fares can be purchased on the bus or at the bus 
interchange in Darwin. A single full fare is $3 and is valid for 
unlimited bus travel for three hours. A daily full fare is $7 for 
unlimited travel until the last service of the day. A weekly full 
fare is $20 for unlimited travel. For more information, visit 
www.transport.nt.gov.au/public/bus/darwin.
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Audience participation on panels:
• Questions can be directed to individual panellists or the panel as a whole.

• Questions will be taken at standing microphones in locations around the auditorium.

• Questions can also be posted via Twitter. 

Panel on storytelling
The panel will engage in a rich discussion on children’s access to, their active participation 
in, and wide range of benefits in storytelling. Further, the value of storytelling in professional 
learning, collective identities or communities of practice will also be explored.

The tradition of storytelling is as old as humans and is a wonderfully diverse expression of 
histories, cultures and languages over time and space. Oral histories, myths, legends, folk 
and fairy tales, yarning and now digital stories have a lasting impact on the way we shape our 
knowledge of the world, relate to other people and the richness of our language development. 
In early childhood settings we recognise the value of immersing children in language 
experiences, and everyday each of us engage in sharing narratives big and small, some 
powerful and some playful. 

Objective:
• Encourage educators to discover and maximise the storyteller within themselves 

and children.

• Develop educators’ understanding of the importance/value of storytelling in making 
meaning of the world; sharing cultural knowledge; learning about the power of language; 
creative expression and identity ... (not to mention it is good for the soul). 

• Share practical wisdom about the ‘magic’ or skills of storytelling. 

Panel members:
• Leonie Norrington—north Australian author of children’s books. 

• Dr Anita Hess—author of a wide variety of genres and Ambassador for the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation. 

• Jackie French—Australian Children’s Laureate 2014–15 ‘Share a Story’; also Senior 
Australian of the Year 2015.

• Johanna Bell—social researcher, author of Cheeky Dogs with Dion Beasley and creative 
director of Spun.

• Sandra Kendall—Darwin-based artist/illustrator. 
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Panel on fathering
The panel will engage in a robust discussion on the role 
of fathers and the contribution of fathering to children’s 
happy and healthy development. This important and topical 
discussion will explore the influential roles of early childhood 
education, care and development professionals for inclusion 
and empowerment of families and caregivers.

Changing family structures and the demands of modern 
lifestyles places enormous demands on fathers. There are a 
number of tensions in how families, services and communities 
offer better support to fathers throughout critical times 
in childhood, particularly in terms of an early childhood 
workforce with such gender imbalance. There are a number 
of critical contributions to social, cognitive, physical and 
emotional development made through fathering which have, 
over time, been assumed or not well understood. 

Objective:
• Provide educators with a range of perspectives on the 

role of fathers in childhood. 

• Debunk the myths and mistruths of fathering 
contributions to development for all children.

• Promote different views on the value of inclusion (how 
and why) of fathers.

• Surface the challenges of changing social structures and 
the nature of the early childhood workforce.

Panel members:
• Dr Richard Fletcher—Senior Lecturer, Family Action 

Centre at the University of Newcastle.  

• Mal Galbraith—NT Manager of FAST (Families and 
Schools Together). 

• Phillip Dhamarrandji—NT FAST (Families and Schools 
Together) worker.

• Charlie King (OAM)—NT identity, ABC broadcaster and 
long-time human rights campaigner. 

• Leigh Disney—Early Childhood Lecturer, Charles 
Darwin University.

Audience participation 
on panels:
• Questions can be directed to individual panellists or 

the panel as a whole.

• Questions will be taken at standing microphones in 
locations around the auditorium.

• Questions can also be posted via Twitter. 
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Australasian Journal of Early Childhood 
Research Symposium

5 October 2016 

‘Whose knowledge is it anyway? 
Pushing the evidence base in early 
childhood research’

The AJEC Research Symposium is scheduled the day before 
the conference, and researchers are encouraged to attend for 
opportunities to share innovative research methodologies and 
findings with cutting edge partnerships and collaborations. 

The Australasian Journal of Early Childhood (AJEC) is 
Australasia’s foremost scholarly journal and the world’s 
longest-running major journal within the early childhood field. 
Published quarterly, AJEC offers research-based articles that 
are designed to impart new information and to encourage the 
critical exchange of ideas. 

The research symposium will be interactive and includes:

• an invited panel of researchers who will offer provocations 
for researchers and interested stakeholders to discuss 
and question the theme

• roundtables of three research papers per session for 
sharing, discussing and debating research evidence, 
theoretical perspectives and methods

• a Q&A forum to bring together the diversity of discussion 
held that day, and to develop a directed action agenda. 

Cost: $95 per person

Venue: Charles Darwin University

Mal Nairn Auditorium, Charles Darwin University, 
Ellengowan Drive, Casuarina

Map link: www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/campus_maps/
CASmap12.pdf

Time: 8.00 am–4.00 pm

Register: https://eca.eventsair.com/
ECAMemberAPIIntegrationPortal/conference-2016/registration 

Please note: You can register just for the symposium via the 
online conference registration portal.

Presented by

http://www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/campus_maps/CASmap12.pdf
https://eca.eventsair.com/ECAMemberAPIIntegrationPortal/conference-2016/registration
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Keynote speakers
Claire Warden B.ED (Hons) (UK)
Claire’s approach to Nature Kindergartens has earned her international recognition as a pioneer 
in educational thinking. Her respect for children and families runs through the Floorbook 
approach that is used within Nature Pedagogy to incorporate children’s voices into intentional 
teaching. Claire Warden is one of the world’s leading consultants and writers on the use of 
consultative methods in education.

The centre for excellence she has set up in the UK is renowned for Auchlone Nature 
Kindergarten and the consultative Floorbooks used there. Her own learning pathway as a 
teacher involves working in a wide variety of settings (two–18 years), mentoring and advisory 
work, authoring over 14 books and designing resources and landscapes.

Claire is an international advisor to the Children and Nature Network, World Forum Foundation 
and the International School Grounds Group. She is a Visiting Fellow at Strathclyde University, 
Research Fellow and consultant at The Federation University, Australia and is currently engaged 
in a PhD exploring Nature Pedagogy.

Professor Carla Rinaldi (Italy)
Adelaide Thinker in Residence 2012–2013 Professor Rinaldi is a world leader in education for 
children in the early years. She has been the President of Reggio Children since 2007 and is 
the first President of the Reggio Children–Loris Malaguzzi Centre Foundation. Carla is also a 
Professor in the Faculty of Education at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia.

Professor Rinaldi worked side-by-side with Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia 
Approach, from 1970 until his death in 1994 in the municipal infant toddler and preschool 
system of Reggio Emilia, where she was the first pedagogical coordinator.

Carla has been working as pedagogical/scientific consultant for Reggio Children S.r.l. since 
1994, following the supervision of all Reggio Children initiatives. She was responsible for 
research projects in collaboration with Harvard University, the University of New Hampshire and 
the University of Milan-Bicocca.

Professor Rinaldi has been vice-president of the Gruppo Nazionale Nidi-Infanzia (National Early 
Childhood Association) and has had tenures as visiting Professor at the Webster University (St. 
Louis, Missouri) and at the Colorado University (Boulder, Colorado).

From 2004–2007, Carla Rinaldi was a member of the Reggio Emilia City Council. In 2007 and 
2008, Carla Rinaldi was appointed as a consultant in several different Commissions of the 
Italian Ministry of Education.

Carla Rinaldi has been a speaker at numerous seminars and conferences in Italy as well as 
in Europe, the United States, Australia and Asia. In 2011 she was invited to participate in 
the Presidential Conference on Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) ‘Excellence and 
Equity in Early Childhood Education and Care’, Budapest. In 2010 she participated in the 
UNESCO World Conference on Early Childhood Education and Care ‘Building the Wealth of 
Nations’, Moscow.

Professor Rinaldi lectures frequently on the Reggio Emilia experience, and has published many 
articles, chapters and books in Italian and English.
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Chip Donohue (USA)
Chip Donohue, PhD, is Dean of Distance Learning and Continuing Education and Director 
of the TEC Center at Erikson Institute in Chicago. He is a Senior Fellow and member of the 
Advisory Board of the Fred Rogers Center for Early Learning and Children's Media at Saint 
Vincent College, where he co-chaired the working group that revised the 2012 National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and Fred Rogers Center joint position 
statement on Technology and interactive media as tools in early childhood programs serving 
children from birth through Age 8. Chip is the editor of Technology and digital media in the 
early years: Tools for teaching and learning, co-published by Routledge/NAEYC in 2014, and 
is editing a new book, Family engagement in the digital age: Early childhood educators as 
media mentors to be published in 2016. In 2012 he received the Bammy Award and Educators 
Voice Award as Innovator of the Year from the Academy of Education Arts & Sciences. In 
2015, he was honoured as a children’s media Emerging Pioneer at the KAPi (Kids At Play 
International) Awards.

Maria Aarts (Netherlands)
In 1974, Maria was a specialist for children with autism in a residential Child Psychiatry Institute 
in the Netherlands. Maria was successful in working with these children, however, on a Sunday 
afternoon her professional life changed. A mother came to visit her little son and she saw that 
Maria was able to get in contact with him. The mother started to cry and said, 'Maria, I am his 
Mum; he is my son, if you know how to get in contact with my son why don't you teach me?'

'I have time enough, I have love enough and I have motivation enough, the only thing I am 
missing is information on how to give that special support to my child with autism.' This is now 
called, in Marte Meo concept, CIRCLE OF LOVE.

Since then, Maria has developed Marte Meo. Marte Meo is a film-based interaction analysis 
program that provides detailed and practical information to parents, carers and professionals 
on supporting the social, emotional and communication development of children, in daily 
interaction moments. The aim of the Marte Meo program is to identify, activate and develop 
supportive interactions that will support the child's developmental process in daily interaction 
moments. The program is now used in 43 countries.

The words Marte Meo mean on one's own strength. Maria deliberately chose this to highlight 
the central focus of the Marte Meo program which is to encourage people to use their own 
strength to advance and stimulate developmental processes on the part of children, parents, 
and professional care givers and thus learn to optimally utilise their capacities. Maria studied for 
40 years on parent child interaction in many different countries and cultures and has used film 
as a tool to analyse parent child interaction, which provides detailed information about natural 
supportive child-rearing behaviour from actual day-to-day situations.

Associate Professor Richard Fletcher 
(Australia)
Richard Fletcher (PhD) is an Associate Professor in the Family Action Centre, Faculty of 
Health and Medicine at the University of Newcastle. His research has covered many aspects 
of fathering from fathers’ use of YouTube, young fathers’ roles, fathers’ information needs, 
Aboriginal fathers’ service use and father–child rough-and-tumble play. He has a particular 
interest in the role of professionals in building father–infant and father–child connections for the 
benefit of the whole family. He is the convenor of the Australian Research Alliance for Children 
and Youth (ARACY) national network of fatherhood researchers, The Australian Fatherhood 
Research Network. He teaches father–infant attachment and working with vulnerable fathers 
in the Masters of Family Studies at the University of Newcastle and in the Masters in Perinatal 
and Infant Health at the NSW Institute of Psychiatry. His book The dad factor: How father–
baby bonding helps a child for life was published by Finch and has been translated into 
five languages.
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Malarndirri McCarthy (Australia)
NITV/SBS Senior Journalist/Presenter

Malarndirri McCarthy, a Yanyuwa woman from Borroloola in the Gulf of Carpentaria, Northern 
Territory, is a Senior Journalist/Presenter for NITV News and host of Week in Review.

Malarndirri spent 16 years presenting and reporting for ABC News and Stateline in the Northern 
Territory, Sydney and Canberra.

From 2005–2012, Malarndirri represented the people of Arnhem Land in the Northern 
Territory Parliament. 

Susan Edwards (Australia)
Susan Edwards is Professor in early childhood education at the Australian Catholic University, 
Learning Sciences Institute of Australia. Her research investigates the role of play-based 
learning in the early childhood curriculum. 

Professor Edwards has completed work as a lead Chief Investigator on an Australian 
Research Council Discovery Grant (2009–2012) titled ‘Examining play-based approaches to 
teaching and learning in early childhood education and care’. She is currently working as a 
Chief Investigator on two new Australian Research Council Discovery Grants (2014–2016; 
2015–2017), investigating the role of play-based pedagogies in the provision of obesity and 
sustainability education in early childhood, and leading a project examining the use of digital 
technologies in the early years. Susan has over 70 publications in peer-reviewed journals and 
has published several books with publishers including Cambridge University Press, McMillan 
and Open University Press. Her most recent book is the SAGE International handbook of play 
and learning in early childhood education co-edited with Liz Brooker and Mindy Blaise. Susan 
is also currently co-editor of the Asia Pacific Journal of Teacher Education with Associate 
Professor Joce Nuttall.

In 2008 Malarndirri opposed the NT Labor Government’s 
legislation to divert the McArthur River near Borroloola for 
mining expansion, and she crossed the floor against the 
legislation on cultural and environmental grounds—a first in 
the history of the NT Parliament and Labor Government.

Malarndirri then became a Northern Territory Minister in 
2008–2012 and held numerous portfolios including: 

• Minister for Children and Families

• Indigenous and Regional Development

• Women

• Tourism 

• Local Government.

As Minister for Children and Families, she recommended a 
Board of Inquiry to conduct a broad-ranging public inquiry 
under the Inquiries Act into the Northern Territory’s child 
protection system. The purpose of the Inquiry was to review 
the child protection system and to make recommendations to 
strengthen and improve the system to enable it to meet the 
needs of the Northern Territory’s children.

As Tourism Minister, she travelled overseas to develop 
opportunities for Indigenous tourism. She also invited Oprah 
Winfrey to stay with the Anangu people at Uluru during 
Oprah’s highly promoted 2010 visit to Australia.

As Minister for Statehood, Malarndirri pushed for constitutional 
recognition for the Northern Territory to become the seventh 
state in the Australian Federation and collaborated with the 
Red Flag Dancers of Numbulwar and AFL legend Michael 
Long at the ‘Dreamtime at the G’ Essendon vs Richmond 
match to gain national support for Statehood.

Malarndirri returned to Journalism in 2012 to begin work with 
Australia’s National Indigenous Television News service when 
it launched within SBS in Sydney on 12 December 2012.

In 2013, Malarndirri won the inaugural Deadly Award for 
Journalism for her breaking story, Noongar Brothers in Saudi 
Arabia. She also received two Walkley nominations in 2013 
for her story on a car company that filmed its advertisement 
on Wave Rock in Western Australia, a place of deep cultural 
significance to Aboriginal custodians.

The NITV News team received its first Logie nomination in 
2015 for ‘Most Outstanding News Coverage’ for its coverage 
of child removals in Moree and across Australia. Then in 2014 
Malarndirri won Journalist of the Year at the Multicultural and 
Indigenous Media Awards.

Malarndirri is passionate about seeing Indigenous young 
people stay at school through to Year 12, and on to 
tertiary study and work. She continues to work closely with 
Sydney schools to foster the educational development of 
Indigenous students.
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Invited speakers
Jill McLachlan
Jill McLachlan is an early childhood educator and leader, currently working at Northern 
Beaches Christian School, a K–12 school in Terrey Hills, Sydney. She works there as both a 
Stage 1 classroom teacher and as the K–2 Community Leader. Since beginning teaching Jill 
has been exploring the role of pedagogical documentation as a research and advocacy tool 
in schools and considering the role of the teacher as co-researcher with children. Of particular 
interest has been the way in which pedagogical documentation enables teachers to walk 
alongside children, listen to them, celebrate their voices and leave a trace of their thinking 
and theories. 

Jill’s work continues to challenge the positioning of the teacher with ‘power over’ children and 
their experiences, offering instead a hopeful and alternate positioning of teachers as engaged 
and present companions with children as they learn and live out their lives in school. Jill has 
also recently co-authored the book, Unearthing why?: Stories of thinking and learning with 
children, with her colleague and friend Clare Britt. The book brings together a collection of 
stories to make visible, and open to question, the intersection between theory and practice in 
the daily life of educators.

NPY Women’s Council Ngangkari Program
In Anangu culture, ngangkari (traditional healers) have responsibility for taking care of the health 
and wellbeing of people. NPY Women’s Council  (NPYWC) Ngangkari Program supports and 
promotes ngangkari practice in communities, working to increase awareness and respect for 
traditional healing within mainstream health and human services.

Ngangkari are Anangu (Indigenous people) who have received special tools and training from 
their grandparents. Anangu have a culturally based view of causation and recovery from 
physical and mental illness and attribute many illness and emotional states to harmful elements 
in the Anangu spiritual world. Ngangkari are highly valued for their unique ability to protect and 
heal individuals and communities from this harm.

The ngangkari believe that collaboration and mutual respect between western health and 
human services and ngangkari lead to the best outcomes for Anangu. They say western 
and Anangu practitioners have different but equally valuable skills and knowledge and both 
are needed to address the significant problems Anangu face. The ngangkari of the NPYWC 
project have worked hard in the past 10 years to have the importance and value of their 
work recognised by mainstream health systems, and have successfully established strong 
relationships with local health and mental health services. The effectiveness of their work in 
Indigenous mental health was acknowledged in 2009 with a prestigious award from the Royal 
Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists, and also with the Dr Margaret Tobin 
Award for Excellence in Mental Health Service Delivery. In 2011 the program received the 
prestigious Sigmund Freud Award for Psychotherapy, which recognised the importance of this 
lineage of healing practice internationally.

NPYWC is a service delivery, advocacy and support organisation created by Anangu women 
from 28 remote communities in the cross-border region of Northern Territory, South Australia 
and Western Australia. NPYWC delivers services and programs working with Anangu to 
improve their health, wellbeing and safety. Through its determination to improve the quality of 
life for families in the region, NPYWC has become a respected and influential stakeholder and 
advisor to the territory, state and Commonwealth governments, and the NGO sector covering 
issues such as substance abuse, domestic and family violence, child protection, policing and 
other safety concerns.
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Conference program
We are planning an exciting program that will appeal to all 
those involved in early childhood care, teaching and research. 
It will feature an impressive array of international keynote 
speakers, sessional speakers, symposia and workshops 
covering all of the early childhood specialties. There will be 
many opportunities for delegates to network.

The full conference program will be available in early 2016. Please visit www.ecaconference.com.au for more information.

Program at a glance

WEDNESDAY 5 OCTOBER

Morning AJEC Research Symposium

Afternoon

Centre tours

Registration opens

Welcome reception

Day 0 Overview

THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER

Morning

Welcome to Country

Federal and State Minister remarks

ECA President welcome

Keynote address: Prof Carla Rinaldi

Morning tea

Concurrent sessions
Keynote workshop with Prof Carla Rinaldi

Afternoon

Lunch

Concurrent sessions

Afternoon tea

Open sessions:
Jill McLachlan
NPY Lands Women's Council
Leigh Hobbs—Australian Children's Laureate
Panel on storytelling
Panel on fathering

Evening Mindil Beach Sunset Markets

Day 1 Overview

SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER

Morning

Welcome

Keynote address: Claire Warden

Keynote address: Assoc. Prof 
Richard Fletcher

Morning tea

Afternoon

Concurrent sessions

Keynote workshop with Claire Warden

Doctoral Thesis Award Presentation

ECA Code of Ethics

Concurrent sessions

Award presentations: Doctoral Thesis and 
Barbara Creaser Awards
Barbara Creaser Memorial Lecture

Closing ceremony and launch of 2018 
conference

Farewell drinks

Day 3 Overview

FRIDAY 7 OCTOBER

Morning

Welcome

Keynote address: Maria Aarts

Keynote address: Malarndirri McCarthy

Morning tea

Concurrent sessions
Keynote workshop with Maria Aarts
Keynote workshop with Malarndirri McCarthy

Afternoon

Lunch

Keynote address: Dr Chip Conohue

Keynote address: Prof Susan Edwards

Afternoon tea

Concurrent sessions
Keynote workshop with Dr Chip Donohue
Keynote workshp with Prof Susan Edwards

Evening
HESTA Early Childhood Education and Care 
Awards Dinner

Day 2 Overview

NB: Program subject to change without notice
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Sponsorship and exhibition

The exhibition will provide delegates and exhibitors with 
excellent opportunities to network in a favourable environment 
that provides a central and energised meeting place for 
all participants. For a current list of exhibitors, visit the 
conference website: www.ecaconference.com.au/exhibit.

There are many attractive and high-value sponsorship 
and advertising opportunities available to ensure that your 
organisation stands out at this premier event, which will be 
attended by your target market.

For further enquiries please contact the conference 
office who will be pleased to provide you with details of 
the best marketing package for your needs and budget. 
Alternatively you can also download a copy of the 
Sponsorship Prospectus from the conference website: 
www.ecaconference.com.au/sponsor.

For more information on sponsorship and advertising 
packages, please contact the conference office via email 
conference@earlychildhood.org.au or phone 02 6242 1800.
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Registration fees

ECA member discounts
Early Childhood Australia members receive a 
conference discount!

For more information about ECA membership, see page 21 
of this brochure, freecall 1800 356 900 (+61 2 6242 1800 
outside Australia) or visit: www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/
membership.

To qualify for ECA member discounts you must be a current 
financial member of ECA and your member number must be 
shown on your registration form.

Full registration

Full conference delegates receive:

• journal (note book)

• Conference pocket program and USB 
(containing materials)

• attendance certificate

• conference name badge

• morning and afternoon tea and lunch

• one ticket to the welcome reception.

Concession registration

Concession delegates receive:

• journal (note book)

• Conference pocket program and USB 
(containing materials)

• attendance certificate

• conference name badge

• morning and afternoon tea and lunch

• one ticket to the welcome reception.

Please note: Open to full-time students currently enrolled 
in an approved early childhood course, pensioners and 
health care cardholders. Copy of student or concession card 
required with registration.

FEE TYPE
EARLY BIRD* 

(closes 30 June 
2016) 

FULL RATE 
(from 1 July 

2016)

Full registration

ECA member $810 $1010
Non-member $990 $1190

Concession registration **

ECA member $415 $415
Non-member $515 $515

Single-day registration ***

Single day $415 $415

All registration fees include GST and are in Australian dollars.

* Early bird registrations must be received by COB 30 June 2016 or the full rate 
will apply.

** Concession registration is available to full-time students, pensioners and health 
care cardholders. Please email a copy of your student or concession card to: 
conference@earlychildhood.org.au. 

*** Single-day registration is available for one day only. Delegates who wish to register 
for two or three days should register for the full conference.

Please note: ECA Individual and Service members 
may register one delegate at the member rate. ECA 
Organisation members may register two delegates at 
the member rate.

Single-day registration

Single-day delegates receive:

• Conference pocket program and USB 
(containing materials)

• attendance certificate

• conference name badge

• morning and afternoon tea and lunch on day 
of registration.

Please note: Single-day registration fees are for one day 
only. For more than one day, delegates must pay the full 
conference rate. ECA member discounts do not apply to 
single-day delegates.

http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/become-a-member/
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Social events

Welcome reception
Darwin Convention Centre

Wednesday 5 October 2016

5.30–7.30 pm

Join us for a casual drink and savouries.

Full conference delegates receive one ticket to the welcome reception 
with their registration. Additional tickets can be purchased for guests, 
concession and day delegates at $80 per person. Additional tickets are to 
be purchased during the online registration process.

HESTA Early Childhood Education 
& Care Awards Dinner
Double Tree by Hilton Esplanade Darwin 
116 The Esplanade, Darwin NT 0800

Friday 7 October 2016

6:30 pm–late 

People employed in the early childhood education and care sector work 
tirelessly to ensure the educational, social and emotional wellbeing of the 
littlest Australians.

HESTA recognises this contribution and that’s why—in conjunction with 
Early Childhood Australia—they are proud to present the HESTA Early 
Childhood Education & Care Awards.

The awards celebrate the achievements of Australia’s best early childhood 
professionals. Educators, parents, carers, colleagues and early childhood 
education professionals can nominate themselves, a special individual or 
team who has made a real difference in the lives of children. 

All finalists will be recognised at the HESTA Awards dinner to be held on 
Friday 7 October 2016. Finalists have a chance to win $30 000 courtesy 
of proud awards sponsor ME.

Open to all delegates, partners and guests, the awards ceremony will be 
a night of celebration and recognition.

Tickets are $110 per person which includes a three-course dinner, drinks 
and entertainment. Seats are limited so be quick to secure your ticket 
today! Tickets can be purchased online during the registration process.

Proudly presented by

Proudly sponsored by
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Centre tours

Tour 1: Nauiyu Nambiyu (Daly River) Community
Westgarth Kindergarten and Coburg Children’s Centre

A range of centre tours have been planned for interested delegates. Tours will depart from the Darwin Convention Centre. Tour 
costs range from $85–$200, including transport and experienced guides.

Wednesday 5 October 2016

Departing: 7.00 am arriving 10.30 am

Returning: 3.30 pm arriving 7.00 pm

Travelling by coach

Max number: 30 

Cost: $200 (includes bus transfers and lunch)

This small Indigenous community is situated 240 kilometres 
south of Darwin and sits in the valley next to the Daly River. 
It is surrounded by hills and billabongs and has an abundant 
supply of bush tucker, as well as the barramundi for which the 
Daly River is famous. 

The population of Nauiyu is around 450. Kriol is spoken 
throughout the region, but the two major traditional language 
groups are Ngan’gikurrungurr and Ngen’giwumirri. Delegates 
on the tour will visit the education and health services, 
Merrepen Arts, the Banyan Farm, and have the opportunity 
to talk to local residents and artists. There will be a unique 
Welcome to Country by Miriam-Rose UngunmerrBaumann 
(AO). Miriam-Rose is an Aboriginal Elder from Nauiyu (Daly 
River), a renowned artist, writer and public speaker. Miriam 
was the Territory’s first fully-qualified Aboriginal teacher and 
served for many years as the principal of the local Catholic 
primary school. In 1998 she was awarded an honorary 
PhD in Education and made a Member of the Order of 
Australia. In 2004 she was appointed a member of the 
National Indigenous Council. Miriam-Rose is a passionate 
advocate for experiences that allow Indigenous youth to 
learn to ‘walk in two worlds’. You can visit her foundation at 
www.miriamrosefoundation.org.au.

Proposed program for tour

From 10.30 am to 2.30 pm participants would:

• experience a local Welcome to Country with Miriam-Rose 
and have her speak of the past and current celebrations 
and challenges related to education and early childhood 
growth and development

• have lunch at the Banyan Farm

• tour the early childhood learning and health facilities

• tour the Merrepen Arts Centre.

What to bring/wear: no shorts, sleeved shirt, water, 
sunscreen, hat, covered shoes and snacks.



18 REGISTRATION BROCHURE  •  EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2016

© Charmaine Pwerle/AAA

Tour 2: Family Day Care in Action
Darwin Family Day Care, Let’s Play Outdoors and Kentish 
Lifelong Learning and Care: Integrated Play

Wednesday 5 October 2016

Departing: 2.00 pm

Returning: 4.30 pm

Max number: 23

Cost: $85

The family day care educator environments that Darwin Family 
Day Care and Kentish Lifelong Learning and Care will share 
with you on the tour will give each visitor a unique opportunity 
to experience, beyond their front doors and gates, an insight 
into the tropical environments, community engagement and 
educational curriculum for children and their families in Darwin 
and the outer Darwin area.

Darwin Family Day Care educators provide high-quality 
environments and experiences that take advantage of their 
outdoor rooms and spaces, which support inquiry-based 
learning where children explore, discover and connect to 
the land. This centre’s tropical environments include native 
plants, trees, edible gardens, sand rocks, mud, water and 
other elements from nature that provide rich opportunities for 
educators and children to play, learn and delight in the world 
around them. 

Kentish Lifelong Learning and Care educators provide much 
more than a standard day care service. Participants will 
experience the ‘Yilli’ gathering, an enriching environment 
that incorporates opportunities for problem solving, creative 
exploration, heritage and cultural experiences, joy, fun and 
social interactions. ‘Yilli’ provides a quality environment for 

language, social, literacy and numeracy learning in a safe, 
healthy and developmentally appropriate setting. Educators 
take the time to model, explicitly teach and provide strategies 
to support children’s interaction and establish strong 
relationships. 

Participants will also experience a rural and urban care setting 
that focuses on community engagement and sustainable 
practices. Educators provide many rich learning experiences 
through ensuring that the children are active within their 
community and involved in age-appropriate projects.

Tour 3: Top End Long Day Care in Action
Murraya Children’s Centre—many children, four ducks, three chickens, two 
cats and a rabbit; and La Crèche: Dream Come True Tour—‘La Crèche on 
the Avenue’

Wednesday 5 October 2016

Departing: 2.00 pm

Returning: 4.30 pm

Max number: 23

Cost: $85

Murraya Children’s Centre is a centre-based education and 
care service whose mission, identity and commitment is 
to progressive ways of thinking and knowing. The centre’s 
play-based curriculum draws from children’s natural desire to 
engage in experiences based on their interests, strengths and 
developing skills for the infants, toddler, kinder and preschool 
programs. Educators use their professional learning, 
commitment to continuous improvement and reflection to 
challenge the way they work together, as well as with children 
and families.  

The image of the child as being confident and capable 
is reflected in Murraya’s practices and spaces that meet 
children’s needs for challenging play, with managed and 
controlled risk-taking part of everyday practice. Children climb 
trees, create creeks, care for the centre’s animals including 
ducks, chickens, cats and a rabbit, and explore the natural 
environment.

Educators provide provocations that are deliberate and 
thoughtful decisions made to extend the ideas of children 
and recognise spontaneous teachable moments as they 
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Tour 4: Sustainability in Action
Berry Springs Preschool and Territory Wildlife Park

Wednesday 5 October 2016

Departing: 12.00 pm

Returning: 5.00 pm

Max number: 23

Cost: $85

Berry Springs’ learning in focus: 
Sustainable practices and environments

Berry Springs Preschool is leading the way with the first 
Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority 
(ACECQA) Excellent Rating for the Northern Territory. The 
preschool also received 2014 Outstanding Preschool Service 
at the NT Early Education and Care Awards, followed by 2015 
Outstanding Achievement in Sustainable Practices and the 
2015 Leadership Award.

Berry Springs is focused on children and their families. 
Educators embrace children’s learning and where they are at 
each day with their interests through an emergent curriculum. 
Strong partnerships with the community, particularly 
the Territory Wildlife Park, enable deep connections for 
every child.

occur. The learning and development is anchored by trusting 
relationships with educators who support children as they 
play. Children have plenty of opportunities to practise and 
improve skills, knowledge and confidence in active, inquiry-
based learning. During active learning, educators encourage 
children to discover the world around them by exploring 
and playing in indoor and outdoor spaces that are carefully 
planned, where every material is considered for its purpose, is 
ever evolving and encourages collaboration, communication 
and exploration. 

La Crèche on the Avenue Early Learning Childcare Centre 
and Preschool opened in April 2014 after 10 years of careful 
planning, designing and research. It is the ‘dream come true 
baby’ of the designer/owner/Director Louise de Bomford-
Scott. Louise’s descent is French and there is a French feel 
and influence throughout the centre—and having a French 
teacher really tops it off. 

A very new concept, La Crèche is located in the heart of a 
multimillion dollar residential and commercial complex on the 
outskirts of the CBD. This is Darwin’s newest and quite unique 
long day care centre and preschool. The centre was designed 
to enhance and enrich children’s learning through their sense 
of wonder, curiosity, imagination, creativity and exploration, 
giving them life skills. 

The centre is very eco-friendly with motion lighting in the 
bathrooms, taps on timers and recycling of rubbish, including 
food waste. The centre boasts vegie and herb patches, 
interesting large outdoor play areas and indoor rooms with 
natural light flowing throughout, giving a sense of openness 
and space. La Crèche is licensed for 145 places with nine 
rooms, and is currently providing for children from six weeks 
to five years old. In total there are four baby rooms with eight 
babies in each, three toddler rooms of 12, 10 and 20 spaces 

and an over three-year-old room of 22 spaces. In addition to 
this, the preschool has capacity for 44 children.

The centre focuses on the developmental stage of each 
child rather than their age. All educational programs provide 
enriching learning experiences developed together with 
educators, parents and children’s interests, strengths and 
capabilities. The centre has a strong focus on community 
engagement and members of the community are invited into 
the everyday learning experiences. A French teacher and 
a dance teacher also come in twice a week as part of La 
Crèche’s educational program for the over three-year-olds.
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Thursday 6 October 2016

Departing buses to market: 6.00–7.00 pm

Returning buses from market: 8.30–9.30 pm

Cost: $15 per person (Ticket only. Transport 
between specific times.)

Accommodation

Social tour

Accommodation has been secured at competitive and flexible 
rates at a range of hotels and apartments in Darwin. You will 
be given the opportunity to secure a reservation booking 
during the conference registration process. We strongly 
suggest you take advantage of this opportunity as the special 
rates are only available for a limited time.

If you have already registered for the conference and now 
wish to make an accommodation booking, please log back 
into the registration site using the username and password 
you created.

For any inquiries regarding accommodation please contact 
the accommodation managers at InHouse Event Solutions on:

Email: conferences@inhouseeventsolutions.com 
(please write ECA2016 in the subject line)

Phone: Rebecca Williams on + 61 424 577 281 or 
Libby Lane on + 61 417 312 404

Mindil Beach Sunset Markets

This is an optional social activity for delegates. As the sun dips 
into the Arafura Sea every Thursday and Sunday evening, 
most of Darwin descends on Mindil Beach; tables, chairs, 
rugs and eskies in tow. Food is the main attraction—from 
Thai, Sri Lankan, Indian, Chinese and Malaysian to Brazilian, 
Greek, Portuguese and more. Colourful arts and crafts 
vendors peddle their wares with handmade jewellery, natural 
remedies, artistic creations and unique fashion statements. 
Shop till you drop, catch a fire show, stop for a massage or be 
entertained by buskers, bands and talented performers as you 
wind your way through the palm lined boulevards.

There will be no ECA Branch drinks for 2016, however we 
will offer a bus transfer from the Darwin Convention Centre 
(return) at $15 per person. The ticket excludes any meals and 
beverages. Buses will depart from the Darwin Convention 
Centre between 6.00–7.00 pm and return between 8.30–9.30 
pm. However, you are more than welcome to make your 
own arrangements.
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JOIN TODAY

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:
 �  ECA Conference Registration discount

 � yearly subscription of Every Child magazine

 � exclusive member alerts

 � ECA updates with the latest resources and events

 � discounts to sector conferences and events

 � opportunities to engage in regional and 
branch networks

 � ECA Voice newsletter subscription

 � special discounts on ECA Publications

 � discounts with a growing list of suppliers plus 
much more.

ECA MEMBERSHIP
Established in 1938, Early Childhood Australia (ECA) is 
the largest and most authoritative peak body in the 
early childhood sector. ECA’s vision is that every young 
child is thriving and learning. Our role in achieving 
this is to promote the rights and interests of all young 
children and to support the delivery of high-quality 
early childhood education and care.

As a member of ECA you will be kept informed of the 
latest practice, research and policy in the sector. Most 
importantly, you will be supporting ECA to be a voice 
for young children.

Become an Early Childhood Australia member today to 
save up to $200 on your ECA conference registration

TO JOIN TODAY, CONTACT ECA:

T: 1800 356 900 (freecall)   E: eca@earlychildhood.org.au

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/membership
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Travel scholarship information
ECA is committed to supporting the diversity of individuals and organisations working to 
strengthen the wellbeing of young children.

Our biennial national conference is an important sector development event that provides 
opportunities for networking, professional development and information sharing. We recognise 
that some individuals and organisations may find it difficult to participate in the conference 
because of limited resources and/or long travel distances. ECA would like to encourage 
organisations to take up a travel scholarship to promote participation and reduce barriers for 
delegates wishing to attend the 2016 National Conference This is childhood—Pedagogy and 
practice in the early years.

Conference subsidies can be used to pay a portion of travel, accommodation or registration 
costs at the discretion of the individual or their employer. You must be prepared to attend the full 
three days of the conference, be available to meet your sponsor and have photos taken for later 
inclusion in media and promotion by both ECA and the sponsor, and provide feedback on the 
conference and the value of the subsidy following the conference.

Travel subsidy funds will be allocated on a first-in, first-served basis according to the 
following criteria:

• individuals/small organisations working in regional, rural or remote locations

• practitioners supporting disadvantaged or at-risk children

• there is a limit of one travel subsidy per service

• priority is given to full registrations

• conference registration(s) must be paid for in full before the travel subsidy application 
is assessed.

ECA will be offering a single-rate subsidy regardless of location. All suitable applicants will be 
eligible for $1000 (inc. GST) to attend the ECA National Conference 2016 This is childhood—
Pedagogy and practice in the early years.

How do you apply?
To apply for a subsidy, complete the application form (www.ecaconference.com.au/Travel-
Scholarship-Subsidy) and email this back with a copy of your fully paid registration confirmation 
to: conference@earlychildhood.org.au no later than COB 30 June 2016.

Any applications after this date will not be considered.

Applications for a subsidy will be assessed individually and a response provided within 30 
working days. The decision to provide a subsidy is at the discretion of ECA; the subsidies will no 
longer be available once funds have been committed. We will notify you by email of the outcome 
of your application and, if successful, the funds will be deposited into your nominated bank 
account following the conference.

2019.ecaconference.com.au/Travel-Scholarship-Subsidy
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To register for the conference

Contact information

Conference Office

T: 02 6242 1800 
E: conference@earlychildhood.org.au   
W: www.ecaconference.com.au

All participants are required to officially register to attend the 
2016 Early Childhood Australia National Conference. Please 
read the following information carefully before registering. 

Online registrations are now open, https://eca.
eventsair.com/ECAMemberAPIIntegrationPortal/
conference-2016/registration.

Online registration is the preferred method of registration.

• Credit card payment (Visa or Mastercard) is accepted via 
our secure network. 

• Payment can also be made via PayPal.

EFT payments are also available via the online process. The 
option to pay by EFT will only be available until 31 July 2016. 
Registrations after this date will require full payment at the 
time of registration with a credit card or PayPal account.

Please contact the conference office if you are unable to 
register online and they will be happy to assist you further. 

Registration terms 
and conditions 
When registering to attend the conference, you accept the 
following registration terms and conditions.

Accommodation

InHouse Event Solutions has been appointed as the official 
accommodation booking agent for the 2016 ECA National 
Conference. Payment for accommodation is separate to the 
conference payment. Please contact InHouse Event Solutions 
if you have any accommodation payment queries.

Cancellations and refunds

Registration cancellations will not be accepted unless made in 
writing to the event organiser. If the notification is not received 
by the conference office, the cancellation is deemed to have 
been not notified.

Cancellations made more than thirty (30) days prior to the 
conference date will be refunded less 15 per cent of the 
registration fee to cover administration costs. No registration 
refunds will be made after this date; however, you may 
nominate a replacement delegate at no charge. 

The same conditions apply to tickets purchased for 
social events.

No refunds whatsoever are available in the event a delegate 
registers but fails to attend the conference. Refunds of 
accommodation deposits are at the discretion of the 
accommodation venue.

Delegate details

Sponsors may be given a list of all delegates (name and basic 
contact details only). Receipt of your registration form will 
signal your acceptance of inclusion on the delegate list.

By registering for the 2016 ECA National Conference you 
are hereby giving Early Childhood Australia (ECA) permission 
to photograph you, for use in our publications, website 
and any other promotional material associated with ECA 
events. If you do not consent to your photograph/s being 
used, please contact the event organiser in writing at 
conference@earlychildhood.org.au.

Payment of fees

All registration fees are payable in advance of the conference. 
Entry to the conference may be denied in the event 
registration fees (or a portion thereof) are unpaid prior to 
commencement of the conference. Online registration is the 
preferred method of registration. Credit card payment (Visa or 
Mastercard) and PayPal is accepted via our secure network. 
EFT payments are also available via the online process until 
31 July 2016. Registrations after 31 July 2016 require full 
payment with a credit card or PayPal account.

Loss and injury

All conference participants are advised to affect their own 
insurance to cover all risks including (but not limited to) costs 
of travel, accommodation, conference fees, personal property, 
health and medical expenses, injury, death and all other risks. 
The conference, host organisation and organisers will not be 
held liable for any claims under any circumstances.

https://eca.eventsair.com/ECAMemberAPIIntegrationPortal/conference-2016/registration
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General

All details contained in the brochure and on the conference 
website are subject to change without notice.

Program changes

ECA reserves the right to make changes to the program, 
including presenters and sessions where necessary. In the 
unlikely event that a presenter withdraws or cannot travel, 
ECA reserves the right to make the appropriate decision in the 
best interest of the conference—this may include not offering 
refunds, changes to the program and cancelling sessions.

Registration

Sharing of registrations is not permitted. One registration may 
not be utilised by several individuals; one-day registration 
options are provided.

Visas and quarantine

Delegates travelling from overseas may be required to obtain 
a visa before travelling to Australia. You should apply for your 
visa not less than two months prior to your departure. Failure 
to obtain a visa will not be accepted as grounds for refund 
of any fees or other costs paid to the conference. Australia 
has strict quarantine regulations that are enforced at all 
international airports and other points of entry into Australia.
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Charmaine Pwerle
Language: Anmatyerre
Area: Utopia, NT

Artist Profile

Charmaine Pwerle was born in 1975 in Alice Springs, Northern Territory. She is the daughter 
of well-known and established artist, Barbara Weir, the niece of Betty Club Mbitjana and is the 
granddaughter of the famous Minnie Pwerle.

Until the age of seven, Charmaine attended the Utopia School before relocating to Adelaide, SA 
to progress her education. She then later moved to Alice Springs, NT to attend St Phillips College 
and connected back to her family’s country—Utopia, NT. Once back in Utopia, Charmaine lived 
with her mother, Barbara and her grandmother, Minnie, and learned extensively about her family’s 
culture. She was able to learn the traditional way of life and was able to participate in ceremonial 
song and dance, learn the ways of the land and learn how to paint.

Chamaine paints ‘Awelye—Body Paint Design for Women’s Ceremony’. This is a representation 
of the body paint designs that are applied with ochre and charcoal to the women’s body for 
ceremonial purposes. The U-shaped motifs are applied to the breast areas, while the linear 
designs are applied to the thighs and upper body.

She uses traditional iconography to show important and sacred ceremonial sites and their 
location, as well as the travelling lines leading the way through the arid land. It is at these 
locations where women gather and perform song and dance and other important aspects 
of ceremony.

Her paintings are colourful and bold, while her technique is free and organic. Although similar to 
Minnie Pwerle’s style, Charmaine has her own unique way that differentiates her style. Charmaine 
uses tradition matched with modern to create beautiful and distinctive artworks.
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