Right from the start:
Play, relationships and learning.

Paul Ramchandani
University of Cambridge, UK

pr44l@cam.ac.uk
@paulramchandani




Funding / potential conflicts of interest

*Lego Foundation, Denmark

* National Institute of Health Research,
UK Government



Play in Education
Development
and Learning




B UNIVERSITY OF OCIOREra0is

¥ CAMBRIDGE

Faculty of Education

PEDAL aims

1. Conducting world-class research;
2. Building capacity in the field of play research;

3. Engaging with stakeholders to influence policy
and practice

PEDAL: Centre for Research on Play in Education, Development & Learning
University of Cambridge, Faculty of Education, 184 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 8PQ, UK

Tel: +44 (001223 767600
Email: pedal@educ.cam.ac.uk
Visit: ww.educ.cam.ac.uk/centres/pedal/
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3 Areas of research focus

1. Play and playfulness in early life
2. The development of social play and social life
3. Guiding playful learning in schools

PEDAL: Centre for Research on Play in Education, Development & Learning
University of Cambridge, Faculty of Education, 184 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 8PQ, UK

Tel: +44 (001223 767600
Email: pedal@educ.cam.ac.uk
Visit: ww.educ.cam.ac.uk/centres/pedal/
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Keep in touch...

Follow us on Twitter - @PEDALCam
Website — wwaweetiuc.cam.ac.uk/centres/pedal

— pedal@educ.cam.ac.uk
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* Play and Relationships — defining play
* From the start of life
* Into early education

* Updates and evidence



Defining Play

* UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, article 31

e “Children have the right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range
of cultural, artistic and other recreational activities.”

* Play - Children’s play is any behaviour, activity or process initiated,
controlled and structured by children themselves; it takes place
whenever and wherever opportunities arise.....

* The key characteristics of play are fun, uncertainty, challenge,
flexibility and non-productivity.
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Hopscotch Study




Find out more

Play/Education relevant paper:

Gibson, J. L., Hailes, S., Heravi, B., &
Skuse, D. Using sensors to study the
social dynamics of outdoor play. In
review at International Journal of
Play, pre-print available at PsyArXiv

NB paper at this link is not yet peer
reviewed

https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/2zbgh

* Computer Science Paper:

* Heravi, B*., Gibson, J. L.*, Hailes, S., &
Skuse, D. Playground Social Interaction
Analysis using Bespoke Wearable
Sensors for Tracking and Motion
Capture. Proceedings of ACM
Movement and Computing June 2018
(MOCQO’18).

. P{_’étps://doi.org/lO.1145/3212721.32128

* Open access version it is available freely
here (this one is the peer reviewed
version):

* https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/ghmd?2



https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/2zbqh
https://doi.org/10.1145/3212721.3212818
https://doi.org/10.1145/3212721.3212818
https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/qhmd2

Play and Learning in school



Taking Shape: Supporting
Preschoolers' Acquisition
of Geometric Knowledge
Through Guided Play

Fisher et al, 2013
Child Development.

Volume: 84, Issue: 6,
Pages: 1872-1878.
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