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Why did we start a Children’s Rights 

project? 

 

 

 Fulfilling our responsibility regarding Child Safety 

Standard 7- Strategies to promote the participation and 

empowerment of children 

 





Objectives of the project 

 Develop an awareness of the importance of teaching children that 

they have rights 

 Group thinking and learning about how we can engage families in the 

process 

 Critical thinking about how we ensure the voice of the child is heard 

in everything we do 

 Children are empowered to be activists and advocates for others 

whose rights are not being upheld or respected 

 Educators networking, sharing resources and developing an ongoing 

community of practice 



“I have right to jump on my mummy and dad’s bed” 

“I have right to have a birthday party” 

“I have right to play with my toys” 
 



Project overview 

 Expression of interest to join the Children’s Rights project working 

group 

 Attended Anthony Semann Children’s Rights Professional development 

seminar 

 Workshop with working group 

 Planning of projects 

 Implementation 

 Sharing projects 

 Creation of a resource 





Elements of Anthony’s seminar 

 How do we teach young children about rights? 

 How do we practice what we preach?  

 Do we consider children’s rights when we are designing 

our rooms, programs and routines? 

 How can we include children’s rights in our curriculum? 

 How can you be an advocate for children’s rights? 



How do we view children? 

As MacNaughton, Smith & Lawrence (2003: p. 15) argued, 

the image of young children as active citizens rests on three 

ideas: 

  young children can construct valid meanings about the 

world and their place in it 

  young children know the world in alternative (not 

‘inferior’) ways to adults 

 young children’s perspectives and insights can help adults 

to understand their experiences better. 



Images of children 



Images of children 



How did educators approach the 

project? 

 Individual approach 

 Conversations with children 

 How to include parents? 



Keon Park’s Project 

 Where do we start? 

 Brainstorm with team 

 Goal setting - Keep our goals broad 

 

 Families and Carers 

 Main goal – to build awareness and understanding that EVERY CHILD HAS RIGHTS 

 Focus on one right each week 

 

 Children 

 Main goal – for children to learn what are children’s rights and take it from there 

 

 

 



e.g. listening to 

children, playing with 

children, boosting 

children’s confidence 

etc 

Families/Carers 

Notice Board & 
Storypark 

Handouts from 
NAPCAN 

Opinion Poll  -
Question of the 

week 

Hot Topic of the 
week 

Families and Carers 



Notice Board for Families and Carers 



What are 
Child Rights? 

•Short clip “What are Child Rights” 

•Children asked to watch again 

What have 
we learnt? 

•Children’s responses - 

•Stanley “To protect us” 

•Elsa “To protect yourself from cars, mum and dad can help to protec” 

•Meiss”I don’t like it it’s so scary. Diving (Dying) part” 

•Niousha “To protect your brain and not eat dirty stuff and not eat any muddy water 
you’ll get dead at the doctor and you will die” 

 

•Many children covered their eyes on the part where the children drank yucky muddy water and 
died. 

What can we 
do? 

•Children were concern about other children drinking yucky water 

•Purchased “Thank You” bottled water and tracked impact 

Educating Children - What are Child Rights? 

https://youtu.be/V1BFLitBkco


 Children have the right to privacy (Article 16) 

 Concerns over lack of privacy in our bathroom 

 Exposed window 

 Toilet cubicle is too open 

 Discuss and brainstorm possible solutions with children who are concerned 

 Covered parts of the bathroom window 

 Added divider to toilet cubicles 

 Wrote a letter to council and area manager to raise concern with children voicing 

their concern, feelings and possible solutions 

 

 

 

Bathroom Privacy 



Bathroom Privacy 

 

 

 

Before After 



Bathroom Privacy 

 

 

 

Before After 



 

 

Letter to Council 



 

 

What did the children learn? 



Other services projects 

 Bulldogs ELC-Songs, drawing, book, display for families 

 Delta Road Preschool- Book to take home and share with 

parents and community meeting to share their learning 

with adults 

 Hurstbridge Hub-Focus on babies, sharing with families 

and creating a book and resource list 



“I have right to draw the dog running and go around and 

back to the house because it was tired, the dog has rights” 
 



 

“Aboriginals, he has a right not to climb to the mountain 

because it is not respect” 
 



Examples of capturing children’s voices 



Useful resources for children’s rights 

UNICEF books/ resources 

ht tps:/ / www.unicef.org/ rightsite/ 484_540 .htm   

UNICEF video 

ht tps:/ / youtu.be/ V1BFLitBkco  


