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“ There are hundreds of different images of the child. Each one of you has inside yourself an image of the child
that directs you as you begin to relate to a child. This theory within you pushes you to behave in certain ways; it
orients you as you talk to the child, listen to the child, observe the child. It is very difficult for you to act contrary to
this internal image” — Loris Malaguzzi
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Abstract

In our newly established infant-care program in the Early Learning Village[Al] , we ‘fi
wanted to create an authentically holistic program. Our starting point was to align e
our values (Love, Care, Respect) with the curriculum (Early Years Learning

Framework) and with emotional dispositions.. These three pillars of success

provide a robust basis for our holistic, play-based program.

With technology developing exponentially and becoming more a factor in young
children’s lives, we wanted to ensure that their soft skills and emotional literacy
were established, and explicitly taught from infancy. Brain research clearly states
what is essential, and nurturing is the foundation. For this reason, the Habits of
Heart were established as a shared language with parents, staff, wider school
community and children. As with most international schools, our staff is from many
different cultures and nationalities, with different pressures and expectations on
them from the various families and communities that are part of the school. By
using the language of the Habits of Heart, we have been able to unite them and

create our own culture of mindfulness that pervades everything we do, and
Australian International School | 2019
empowers all the staff.
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In this presentation, we will share: £

- Defining a culture

- Establishing a culture within
your community

- The three pillars to success

- Aligning your values with the
curriculum

- Sharing the language
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What Defines a Culture? i

“Culture is the characteristics and knowledge of a
particular group of people, encompassing
language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music
and arts.”
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Reflect Upon Your Own Centre’s Culture s

e Are you able to articulate your centre’s philosophy word for

word?
e How confident are you in knowing that your staff live by

your centre’s philosophy?
e How would it look if your centre’s philosophy was

broken down into 3 simple words?
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Reflect Upon Your Own Centre’s Culture -
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Love, Care, Respect
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A Moment to Reflect 15"

e \What values do you want your members of
community to hold?

e \What values would you want your staff to hold?
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@

Early Childhood Australia

A voice for young children

|

Disposition

Love

The ability to extend
one's self in order to
nurture yourself or
someone else, for
the purpose of
personal growth.

Compassion

An understanding
and empathy for the
suffering of others.

Stillness
The state of being
quiet and calm.

Generosity
The act of giving
without judgement.

Curriculum

Children feel safe,
secure and
supported

Children learn to
interact in relation to
others with care,
empathy and
respect.

1S With

EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2019

FROM VISION TO ACTION




How do we Share the Langquage of Love,
Care & Respect?

« Throughout our monitoring, documenting,
re po rtl n g a_n d re CO rd I n g We believe children are acti:e agets in their own rights.

Love, care and respect being our core values in our
practice and community.

We are guided by the RIE philosophy (Resources of
Infant Educarers) which ensures children are considered

® With i n O u r Early Learn i n g Vi I I ag e p h i IOSO p hy holistically. This philosophy nurtures children’s individual

uniqueness which we celebrate with pride.

. o Our loving team shows care and compassion for the
[ R I t d t I t t f m I children, families/community and environment through
e a' e a'r IC eS Se n O a' I IeS our daily interactions with heartfulness we are patient and
present. These relationships are made and formed in an

environment where children have the freedom and space
to develop and explore confidently.

Prompts for discussions
v
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15\

e Enrollment Packs e Email Signatures
\We believe every child has active rights and is capable of contributing to the Wi

community. The child is at the heart of the learning process. Teachers facilitate this S———

learning through love, care and respect, creating an interactive and inspiring Hon o

learning environment. A place where children are encouraged to take risks, to )

explore and to be in control of their own leaming. We recognise chidren as unique il A

individuals, celebrating their voice and interests, while making leaming visible and Australian International School

meaningful through authentic documentation and collaboration with our community. Singapore 556 818

@ Australian

International
¥ m School

Globally focused, distinctly Australian

0006

COGNITA

An inspiring world of education
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e Visual Displays Around Our e Social Media Hashtags ﬂ‘\
Environment

Q Adam Patterson 4 ™
e )] | Follow | v
¥  @Adam88Patterson e A

Love Care Respect these 3 words define
Infant Care @ais_singapore . We need an
Infant Care Assistant who also believes. Click
here to find out more ais.com.sg/work-for-
us/po... #WeAreAis #CognitaWay #ecda
#infantcare #singapore #ecechat
#ecesingapore
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1NMiMc1KdkDgPM86fZJ0FYTZkHUUTJ3G-/view

Thank you

“Imagine you felt accepted and
supported just as you are.

Appreciated for everything you
do, celebrated and observed in
each new accomplishment.

Allowed time to explore, try,
experiment and experience life
without judgement or fear of
failure”.
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