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We raise our hands to the sky that covers the Aboriginal land. 
We touch the ground in care of the Aboriginal land.  
We place our hands on our hearts in love of the Aboriginal land. 
By Aunty Tracey Bostock 



What is Social Capital? 
 

• Social networks and community connections built on 
relationships characterised by trust, reciprocity and 
exchange (Putnam, 2000) 

• Resources within social networks determined by social 
norms and obligations (Bordieu, 1986 & Coleman, 1988) 

• Reciprocal exchange – mutual, support, beneficial 

• Children’s agency – social participation – authentic 
connections beyond home and child care – third places 
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Source: Warner, E. & Andrews, F.J. 2019 



What is ‘community’? 
 

• Relationships 

• Interdependence 

• Community profile - demographic 

• Community resources – networks/assets 

• Strengthening community – holism, ecology, strengths 

based approach, quality links  



Belonging 



Quality Area 6: Collaborative partnerships 
with families and communities 

 

• Thriving community 

• Partnerships & connections 

• Relationships + Interdependence = Identity 

• Belonging – family, culture, neighbourhood, community 

• Interact with local environment 



Community Assets & Strengths 

• Networks 

• Resources 

• Needs/Gaps 

 

• Participatory asset 
mapping 

• Social investigation 

• Individual assets 

• Values 

• Sense of place 



What are the assets in your community? 

• Playgroups 

• Health Centres 

• Schools  

• Early Childhood  

• Where do you shop? 

• Community Centre 

Where do we 
go to the 

most? 



Getting to know your community  



Source:aaronjohannes-imagineacircle  



Role of Early Childhood Education 
and Care Services  

 

• Foster sense of belonging 

• Relationships & partnerships 

• Inclusion 

• Support Networks/Resources 

• Integrated Service Delivery – Specialist partnerships 

 



Community Connection in Practice  

 

• Styles Street Children’s Community LDC – Home Visit 

• Waverley Family Day Care – Community Walk 

• Bronte Early Education Centre  – Community Engagement 

 















Waverley Family Day Care – 
Community Walk  

 

• Community walk – know your neighbourhood 

• Local assets 

• Relationships – conversations 

• Map & gather information 

• Sense of place 

 













Bronte Early Education Centre –  
Community Engagement  

• Our Community 

• Community Connection 

• Shared Vision 

• Common Goals  

• Community Presence  

• Children’s Voices 
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Contact 

 

• Michelle Carrick – michelle.carrick@waverley.nsw.gov.au   

• Radha Babicci – director@stylesstreetchildcare.org.au  

• Shireen Zein – shrieen.zein@waverley.nsw.gov.au 

 

 
Thank you! 
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