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Role of the National Children’s 
Commissioner 
 
To promote, and advocate for, the 
rights of children and young people in 
Australia 





 

 

 

 

Yertle the Turtle and  
Other Stories By Dr. Seuss 

 
I know, up on top you are seeing great sights, 

But down at the bottom we, too, should have rights. 

Why are children’s rights important? 
 
• Respect for children as rights holders, their agency and voice 

 
• Special protections against harm, exploitation and abuse 

 
• United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)  



Best interests 
should be the 

primary 
consideration 

Right to survival 
and development 

Right to express 
views and be 

heard 

Right to be free 
from 

discrimination 

Guiding principles of the CRC 





Children’s 
Week 2019 
 
Article 24 
All children are entitled 
to “the enjoyment of the 
highest attainable 
standard of health and to 
facilities for the 
treatment of illness and 
rehabilitation of health”.   
 



Human rights approach 
to early childhood care 
and education 
• Safeguards welfare in critical 

development years 

 

• Supports optimal brain development, 
social skills and play based learning  

 

• Improves workforce participation for 
women 

 

• Supports parental responsibilities and 
access to services and networks 
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• Right to education 
 

• Active players in learning 
process, not just recipients 
of knowledge 

Aims to develop: 
  
• Full potential 
• Respect for human rights 
• Cultural identity 
• Respect for diversity 
• Respect for environment 



www.childsafe.humanrights.gov.au 



• Knowledge of children’s rights – for both children 
and staff 
 

• Regular opportunities for children’s participation 
 

• Inclusive cultures and environments 
 

• Supporting and involving parents and carers  
 

Embedding Child Safety in Organisations 



National Principles  
for Child Safe Organisations 



https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/learning-hub/e-learning-modules 

 
Principle 9 
focuses on the 
practice/ 
importance  of 
regular reviews 
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Interactive  
As you complete 
each module 
you are asked to 
reflect on key 
points and how 
they apply to 
your 
organisation 



Real world 
scenarios 
 
Each module 
uses situations 
from real life to 
illustrate key 
points 



Tips and 
information 
about how to 
implement the 
Principles in 
your 
organisation 



Charter of Commitment to Children and Young People  



• Creates an environment where children’s safety and 
wellbeing is the centre of thought, values and actions 
 

• Places emphasis on genuine engagement and valuing of 
children 
 

• Creates conditions that reduce the likelihood of harm to 
children and young people  
 

• Creates conditions that increase the likelihood of identifying 
any harm  
 

• Responds to any concerns, disclosures, allegations or 
suspicions of harm. 

The National Principles collectively show that a child 
safe organisation consciously and systematically:  
 





What are Children’s Rights? https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=HHNfaPuoZHM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=HHNfaPuoZHM


Thank you 

megan.mitchell@humanrights.gov.au 

MeganM4Kids@twitter.com 

www.facebook.com/MeganM4Kids 

www.instagram.com/Scout4kids  

https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/ 
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