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Role of the National Children’s
Commissioner

To promote, and advocate for, the
rights of children and young people in
Australia
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YERTLE THE TURTLE AND
OTHER STORIES BY bR. seuss

| know, up on top you are seeing great sights,

But down at the bottom we, too, should have rights.

l. Why are children’s rights important?
* Respect for children as rights holders, their agency and voice
» Special protections against harm, exploitation and abuse

» United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
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Guiding principles of the CRC

Best interests Right to survival Right to express Right to be free
should be the and development views and be from

primary heard discrimination
consideration
a
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“He’s just doing that to get attention.”
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Children’s
Week 2019

Article 24

All children are entitled
to “the enjoyment of the
highest attainable
standard of health and to
facilities for the
treatment of illness and
rehabilitation of health”.
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Human rights approach
~ " to early childhood care
and education

« Safeguards welfare in critical
development years

» Supports optimal brain development,
social skills and play based learning

» Improves workforce participation for
women

* Supports parental responsibilities and
access to services and networks
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Aims to develop:

* Right to education * Full potential

* Respect for human rights
* Cultural identity

» Respect for diversity

« Respect for environment

 Active players in learning
process, not just recipients
of knowledge
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Child Safe ]
Organisations = i it
National Principles

www.childsafe.humanrights.gov.au
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‘A Knowledge of children’s rights — for both children

\ and staff

Ly
J * Regular opportunities for children’s participation

Child Safe o : :
R sslior el 8 Inclusive cultures and environments

National Principles

« Supporting and involving parents and carers
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Chixd Safe Crganisations: t i Child Safe Organisations:
Charter of commitment fo A5 RS e Example Code
children and young people v of Conduct

7
& S

Child Safe
Organlsations
o | Principles

evrdireent {n Chebr

A Chrter s ‘_ﬁ Childd Safe Organisations:

|
T 20 ANTATKYESY LRI T CTRV A LXE SOA FOrer T ol Chdd Scfn

nnwv;uo sor o Corrrarat b basd pran & Se—— Checkilist for
e e v online safety |

benw a1 horr B rersaE ol 81
g e e d e sy

1hAE Lroach 6 W UM P MRV T 6 M e ¥ i w agec stk
antu s g fegls sersdvarced e orgug tp
3hen awtd Steadarfs 1w

he National Children's Commig Why is online safecy impartant? '
RS | Y MYV R e R
rendin ot the e e

o of ey el
uphwid 17 8 cHEd e tv]rhm\ .v-moar-:
ey weadd | barte f copwiorkon o e
In ean S
A rweple e Ea

oo
peia w-ua: e,

National Principies
for Child Safe
Orgaonisations

e wwe sdw vy ah

D —

Tools to help organisations de

Toamuaty ,mvun-

lop thi

thexcwt (1a
et e oy e m

yoe .,w.:.m tedd ‘/’ - Child Safe Organisations: Y 5 Child Safe Organisations:
Sew ot ctaoves wase Guide for parents Grgeriastions Child Safety and Wellbeing

Skl B~ - i & 25, e r
7 P aareiaesend v ! and carers v Policy template
Noaw” o W Hiw agay

“xre LN MR PG A s g u
vwet trow v rgactiias b il for g oo

U8 Whe comd b GrRWBLITEAR 18 (0H BN IPATE

144 08 be coned Iz
o Wl hepyza ek

erga

ey otk o

Irrer e 13 ey aevkes b wed ™ WO e 0 Tk ‘V ¢ M
I RIS ANGTE (TGN Tws Il P et BRE 261 Tl 3¢ AT L A0 T ity e 3 CHY Sty 20 Wl b Py
" P P
bkl by ks Your organisation's Chid Safety and Wellbeing Foicy shoukd:
Werahr mide Mane s Frorogho uuu ¢ LATCOAINE 34 TR LEATINITe T & e 0 e ey e
s Srgwsarive stk riniae Prtirtvrier sbvpr Ve NIGe ST b (e wort 30
Gormmmants PGV arte cpnnrww s o fu v wet YIagpepe. rocedures “or baephg <7 ret ke s vl
L g -

Before you visit or join

¥ 8 50CE K308 £X €O 3T MEUN"F 0N the CAERT ESEE ba >

Gt ey

F A BN ENVININE COETEIN O

National Principles D T .

for Child Safe Organisations y B | | =

Teen cobt
e+ mos.

© REA TR VRSN T yE
ML TR XS LT
fg Gy ald e

£ whrnes Fvemd rg e

Early Childhood Australia FRER

A voice for young children S T et Gaiaat




PR e B
‘-«( Organisations Why is regular review important?

;/—‘[ —I ] _Child safe organisations use regular reviews to:
—! |
/// ‘ + racoghnise what thay are doing well in terms of child safe practice
7

+ make sure that child safety policies and procedures are understood
and implemented by staff and volunteers

+ infarm continual improvement of their practices and service delivery
* learn from incidents, concerns and complaints

+ address weaknesses, failures and gaps

+ address new challenges or concerns as they arise

+ involve stakeholders in the organisation’s approach
lo child safety and wellbeing.

Astraben Select Next to continue.
Fuman Reghts

™ { L1 )

https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/learning-hub/e-learning-modules
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‘-v Organisations | Why Is regular review important?

@ Reflection

\When was the last time the key child safety policies and
procedures were reviewed in your organisation?

Choose one option and select OK.

O a. They were reviewed during the last five years.
C b. They were reviewed during the last 12 months.

O c. They have been reviewed but | don't know when.
O d. They have never been reviewed.

 e. None of the above.

Australian
Human Rights
Commission
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Child Safe National Principle 9
Why is regular review important?
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‘-‘J Organisations The review process

& It may also include review of practices such as
the following:

+ practices for recruiting and screening staff and volunteers
* programs for induction and training of staff and volunteers

+ methods for informing children and families about, and
involving them in, the development of child safety policies
and procedures

+ programs for engaging with children about their human rights
and their personal safety.

Austratien Select Next to contfinue.
Human Rights

Commission
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Charter of Commitment to Children and Young People  OUr promises 1o you...

— —_—
We will treat everyone equally /
o) no matter where they are from  /
r\&es ‘ or who they are. We will make /
sure everyone feelsincludedand |
welcome. /
< o ki
2
We will give you information about /
your physical, emotional and online |
safety, and what fo do if you feel |
unsafe. /’

You We will make sure there are r\//
lots of ways for yw tohavea ¢! L

A VOICE e

P e S g
We will listen and act on what you  /
tell us. We will help you with your
hopes and dreams as well as your |/
worries and fears. ’/
. s )
/
You can trust that we will care /
about your needs and feelings and |
2 will support you. We will continue /
to get better at what we do. /

—_—

B ' /
We will make our place happy and |
comfortable for you. /
L /
£ —Y

) e
-l-v\

Name of organisation Oote
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The National Principles collectively show that a child
‘ A safe organisation consciously and systematically:

Lo oS
v

Organisations
National Principles

< Early Childhood Australia
A voice for young children

Creates an environment where children’s safety and
wellbeing is the centre of thought, values and actions

Places emphasis on genuine engagement and valuing of
children

Creates conditions that reduce the likelihood of harm to
children and young people

Creates conditions that increase the likelihood of identifying
any harm

Responds to any concerns, disclosures, allegations or
suspicions of harm.

h o 28
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AVAILABLE SERVICES

ACCESSED SERVICES

Universal services
Services available to all regardless of income levels or other characteristics: birth registration;
access to basic health, education & social welfare services; early childhood development; family
strengthening such as pre-natal and post-natal parenting courses, home visits, family centres.

Targeted services
Those targeting groups with specific characteristics such as low income; minority group, civil
status (e.g. single parent), age (e.g. teenage parent); geographic area (e.g. deprived community
or neighbourhood); social assistance & conditional cash transfers; helping parents re-enter the
job market - training or employment services, parenting programmes.

Specialised services
Those services requiring specialised personnel usually through referrals. Services that help
particular population groups access universal services such as Special Educational Needs
services or teaching assistants; disability services including community-based rehabilitation,
respite services and day care; kinship care; occupational-, physio-, speech and language
therapies; support for independent living (e.g. individual budgets).

Highly specialised services
Highly-specialised services include at least an Initial social work assessment so the intervention
targets specific issues. It may address social issues faced by the family, or community-based
crisis intervention; drug and alcohol programmes; violence and abuse prevention programmes;
therapeutic family therapies including multi-systemic therapy or functional family therapy;
child protection interventions aimed at preventing harm to children and preventing them from
entering formal care, rehabilitation and reintegration services for children in connection with the

law or victims of trauma.

Alternative care services

Services caring for children outside the home of the immediate biological family, usually
following a court order to protect the safety and well-being of the child. They include: emergency
foster care; long-term foster care; family-type residential care; reintegration services; supported
independent living services for young adults transitioning out of care services.

IMPACT

OUTCOMES

Child

Improved cognition,
education, health
and improved well-
being, employment/
livelihoods

in aduithood

Parents/family

Strengthened
families; competent
parents and carers
able to meet the
individual needs of
children; parents and
carers taking better
decisions in relation
to their children's
developmental needs

Community
Lower rates of
Juvenile offending;
fewer children
requiring alternative
care; more young
people in education,
employment

or training

Society

Reduced inter-
generational poverty

Indicators (national, community level and disaggregated for users of specific services/programmes): poverty rate; NEET rate (disaggregated for
care setting, different types of disability, gender and other exclusion factors); rate of children in different types of out of home care; rate of early and
unwanted pregnancies (disaggregated); juveniles offending rate (disaggregated); education achievment (scores/cognition levels - disaggregated);
rate of children in bonded or domestic labour; rate of abuse/violence neglect of children: child mortality rate by age and cause (disaggregated)

* » » « » « Assessment/triage/gatekeeping/referral @ Children living with their parents and families in the community

e Border for alternative care services @ Children living apart from parents/family

Childononies

A framework for understanding the
long-term social and economic
return on investing in children and
families.

It aims to capture the full range of
services that children and families
can access that may impact on
outcomes at individual, family,
community and societal level.






https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=HHNfaPuoZHM
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Australian
Human Rights
Commission
everyone, everywhere, everyday

Thank you

megan.mitchell@humanrights.gov.au

MeganM4Kids@twitter.com

www.facebook.com/MeganM4Kids

www.instagram.com/Scout4kids

https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/
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