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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks so much for coming to our session, knowing Guennie Dahlbeg is currently doing her workshop, we much appreciated your interest in our action research. I wish I could listen to her but well, I cannot be helped 😊 Well, Dahlberg is one of my leadership gurus and she is one of the reasons why I am personally standing here today with my Educational Leader, Monique Rogers. We have to tell you that our action research is still yet to be concluded. Everyday, we encountered many unexpected challenges or tasks and our action research is not as you think it’s perfect. Yet, as Deweaye said to us at the opening of the conference, “ Speak the truth. Speaking the truth gives us power. Vulnerability becomes growth.  “We are happy to share our real journey that we have travelled. At the end of our session, I hope you can take something a small pieces from us. 



Acknowledgement of Country 
Single column layout 
• Bullet point number one in a single column layout 
• Bullet point number two in a single column layout 
• Bullet point number three in a single column layout 
• Bullet point number four in a single column layout 
• Bullet point number five in a single column layout 

Acknowledgement of Country  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We would like to acknowledge the Palowa people who are the traditional custodians of the country. We are from Cammeraygal and Wallamuttagal land, the lower North Shore of Sydney NSW. We pay our respect to Elders both past and present and emerging for a sustainable future. 



Dinsert a 
video of 
seal from 
meeting  

Is sustainability an 
‘unwelcoming’ word?   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
John Dewey: An American philosopher and psychologist, John Dewey, he strongly claimed that schools should not be isolated and detached from a society. Dewey experienced from the Civil War through World War II. His life and philosophical ideas were shaped by his own experience. Dewey saw children benefit from exercising their own autonomy and freedom to participate in their society. Yet, Dewey saw children were only learning from their text books and children’s learning were not connected to their own life and social matters. Dewey reasoned this was because children and educators had limited freedom and rights for exercising their agency.When he argued these, it was in the twenty centuries. We may think that our schools and early childhood sector have got better than what he described in 1940s. Yet, this is questionable. Concern: At our centre, we constantly receive concerns from our families about how much children should be given information around the world and the pedagogical context that we deliver.A comments may start like: “Children should be just playing in their own space.” The day when we decided to support children who were affected by the recent New Zealand mass shouting by sending some craft items, we were told that “Children do not know anything about getting hurt or hurting others.” When we practiced our regular lockdown and fire drill procedures, we were told “Children will just get scared if they are involved in lockdown procedures.” This has continually posed us to unpack and reconstruct our professional practice and challenged our professionalism. November 26 last year, hundreds of school students participated in the global climate strike. Our national leader commented to keep our children in the school to learn more and do less activism. So… What is learning? What has happened to our agency?Is it forbidden for young children to learn and exercise their sense of agency? Has sustainability become an ‘unwelcoming’ word?” Video: At the beginning of the year, at staff meeting we watched a video of a turtle getting caught with numerous plastic items that humans disposed into the ocean. We learned quickly that climate change was no longer “outside- of early childhood setting” matter. We were devastated. We imagined what the future looks like for our children. We wanted to re-imagine the bright and sustainable future for our future generation and we decided to strive for our hope, hope for the future. 



United 
Nations. 
(2015). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Dewey, he observed a vital relationship between school and society, a school should be “a model of associated living (Dewey, 1916, p. 87)” and where children and educators participate in issues which matter to them and the society. Children and educators need to have their strong sense of agency and this is what we call democracy. What it means by having democracy in early childhood settings is explained by Moss (2011), each early childhood service is a “social and political place” (Moss, 2011, p. 4) where everyone has a voice to participate in decision making processes and shared values and ideas. Dahlberg and Moss (2005) further define early childhood curriculum as democratic practice. However, Dewey (1916) also saw schools and curriculum were controlled by authorities, claiming the importance of facing existing power and domination which influence our education system. Foucault (1991)’s idea of ‘governmentality’ (as cited in Fenech et al, 2012, p. 6), claims that governments attempt or dominated group of people control people’s values in society by regulating legislative structures or rules. According to the EYLF [DEEWR, 2009], educators need to have a critical approach to challenge traditional notions to consider and act upon social justice, environment and humanity issues, equity and bias (Cannella, 1997; Foucault, 1977; Hawkins, 2014) with children, families and other professionals in a wider community. Likewise, climate change is now the significant political and social attention in the world. In 2015, United Nation’s developed the seventeen sustainable goals which are based on shared humanity and for the next generation. Sustainable Development Goals have many goals related to climate issues. The 17 interconnected Sustainable Development Goals are a universal call to action to end poverty and hunger, expand access to health, education, justice and jobs, while protecting our planet from environmental degradation.Coincidently, as you may have already seen on news or social media, during ECA Conference, United Nationals is holding the High Level Week where world leaders and young activists will gather at the UN for a series of summits and high-level meetings to boost action on climate change and discuss progress on sustainable development, underpinning the Sustainable Development Goals. If you look at the outcomes 2 from the Early Years Learning Framework (2009) and the National Quality Area 3 outline that early childhood sector should take an active role in caring for its environment and contribute to a sustainable future. This implies that we need to become change agents and we no longer ignore this critical issues when working with young children, families and community. 



‘‘…if you want to impact on people’s 
lives, you can’t divorce this from the 
political context; otherwise, you may 
improve the position of the individual 
but you don’t change the conditions 
that create the problems.’’ (Dahlberg 
& Moss, 2005, p. 175) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Working in our sector, we must realise:



What is Action Research?  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Action research can be defined as a form of practitioner research initiated and conducted by practitioners based on their own questions, inquires, critical reflection and wonder. 



What is “Action Research”?  
 

• “Political act of claiming power and agency for 
practitioners” (Newman & Woodrow, 2015. p. 7) 

• “Creation of locally situated knowledge” (p.7) 
• “Pursuit of agency and empowerment” (Fleet, De Gioia 

& Patterson. 2016, p. 17) 
• “The development of a learning community” (p.19) 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Action research can be defined as a form of practitioner research initiated and conducted by practitioners based on their own questions, inquires and critical reflection.The main points that we wanted to make are: action research is a:•	“Political act of claiming power and agency for practitioners” (Newman & Woodrow, 2015. p. 7). As educators are able to steer the wheels for the whole research, they can witness transformations. This leads to educator’s self-motivation and satisfaction. •	“Creation of locally situated knowledge” (p.7) it enables us to discover and produce own and unique knowledge based on our own context and for people. •	“Pursuit of agency and empowerment” (Fleet, De Gioia & Patterson. 2016, p. 17) Action research encourages own determination to critically reflect, think and act upon unknown or uncertainty. This will enhance educators’ sense of agency as a human being and professional. •	“The development of a learning community” (p.19) Action research requires collaboration among all people who are involved in the project and others in the context. 



“Action research begins with 
hopes, dreams and desires: 
the hope that we can change 
the world for the better, the 
dream of a better world and 
the desire to make a 
difference.” (McNaughton & 
Hughes, 2009, p.5). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But the best of all, McNaughton and Hughes state: 



Chatswood NSW  
“a multicultural hub”  

Context 
“This is where we 

live.”  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, where do we live? We are based in Chatswood, NSW.We are a team of 15 full time and part-time teachers and educators working children from 0-5 years old from Certificate III to Master degree. This is my second year as a Centre Director and for Monique, she has been appointed as the Educational Leader since September last year. Chatswood is a major business and residential district in the Lower North Shore of Sydney. Based on the Australian Bureaus of Statistics (2016), only 32.4% of residents were born in Australia. The most common countries of birth were China, Korea then Hong Kong.In Chatswood, only 33.6% of people spoke English at home. The most common languages that people speak are Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, Japanese and Hindi. We have had to wear multiple cultural and linguistic lenses to understand people’s values and accept differences and try to find a fine balance in our philosophy and educational program. One of our identified barriers between educators and families is that we have very little feedback about our curriculum, and centre operation. On our annual survey, we normally receive only 20% families respond to our centre matters. Hence, we have been exploring effective ways to work with families to support children for many years. 



 
 

Why the Child’s Agency matters?   
• Education & Care /Services National Regulations. (2011). 73 

(2) 
• National Quality Standard (ACECQA, 2018): Element 1.1.1 & 

Element 1.2.3  
• Early Years Learning Framework (DEEWR, 2009). Outcome 1 
• United Nations. (1989). Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

Article 12 & 13.  
• Enabling children to exercise their agency increases their 

independence. (Touhill, 2013) 
• Children have equal rights to contribute to their society as 

adults do. (Harris and Manatakis, 2013) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Touhill says when enabling children to express their agency, they develop their sense of independence.In Australia, children’s sense of agency is highly recognised and embedded in the Regulations, the National Early Years Learning Framework as well as the National Standards. The Early Years Learning Framework defines ‘agency’ as: being able to make choices and decisions, to influence events and to have an impact on one’s world.A contemporary view, educators are responsible for delivering quality pedagogy based on their professional judgements, beliefs and experiences, considering the balance between their intention and children’s interests (Leggett & Ford, 2013; Siraj-Blatchford, 2010; Sylva, Melhuish, Sammons, Siraj-Blatchford & Taggart, 2010). It was notable that Dewey (1938; 1940; 1956) strongly discussed the importance of educator’s knowledge, disposition, skills and self-competence to deliver curriculum. Indeed, educators need to committed to this journey through upgrading and developing own knowledge as this may be the most essential key to shape our quality program. The Article 12 and 13 from the Convention on the Rights of the Child state the children’s agency is encouraged and promoted. Children are able to freely express their own views and opinions which matter to them. Children should have the equal rights to contribute to the society as adults. Article 121. States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.2. For this purpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent with the procedural rules of national law.Article 131. The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child's choice.2. The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; or(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health or morals.



Why the Educators’ Agency matters?   
• DEEWR. (2009). Principles 3-High expectation; 5 Ongoing 

learning.  
• NQS. (2018). Element 1.2.1: Educators are deliberate, 

purposeful, and thoughtful in their decisions and actions.  
• Element 4.2.1: Management, educators and staff work with 

mutual respect and collaboratively, and challenge and learn 
from each other, recognising each other’s strengths and 
skills.  

• NESA. (2018). Standard 6: Engage in professional learning 
• Standard 7: Engage professionally with colleagues, parents/ 

cares and the community.  
• Early childhood sector as a social and political place 

curriculum as a democratic practice. (Dahlberg and Moss, 
2005) 
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Presentation Notes
A contemporary view, educators are responsible for delivering quality pedagogy based on their professional judgements, beliefs and experiences, considering the balance between their intention and children’s interests (Leggett & Ford, 2013; Siraj-Blatchford, 2010; Sylva, Melhuish, Sammons, Siraj-Blatchford & Taggart, 2010). It was notable that Dewey (1938; 1940; 1956) strongly discussed the importance of educator’s knowledge, disposition, skills and self-competence to deliver curriculum. Indeed, educators need to committed to this journey through upgrading and developing own knowledge as this may be the most essential key to shape our quality program. 



Point of departure  
Q: “What can we do to 
facilitate children’s sense 
of agency through a 
sustainability project?”  
 
Q: “In what ways should 
educators, families and 
communities be involved 
in this project?” 

Fleet, De Gioia & 
Patterson. (2016). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For our action research, we used the “practitioner’s inquiry cycle” from Fleet, De Gioia & Patterson. (2016).Our point of departure were:Q “What can we do to facilitate children’s sense of agency through a sustainability project?” Q: “In what ways should educators, families and communities be involved in this project?”A parenting approach where parents allow children to become dependent on their families (Doi, 2002). 



The Power Of two FOUR   
 

• Formed a sustainability team  
• Allocated project hours  
• Allocated project budget  
• Provided external professional 

training 
• Created “sustainability time” for each 

staff meeting to share information to 
the whole team  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We no longer have one single, authorised leader to paddle the boat. In fact, In a democratic school, Dewey suggested a distributed knowledge model (Ebbeck & Waniganayake, 2003; Harris & Spillane, 2008; Heikka, Waniganayake, Hujala, 2012) where all educators’ professional knowledge and experience are shared and their collective knowledge is a strong force for schools. In contemporary curriculum, this distributed model is viewed as enabling individual educator to develop a sense of autonomy and responsibility and share knowledge at multiple level of workplace (Blackmore, 2013). This eventually creates a professional learning organisation (Waniganayake, Cheeseman, Fenech, Hadley & Shepherd, 2012). Luff & Webster (2014) also present a participative management approach where educators engage in democratic dialogue with anyone in ECEC setting. Having these leadership theories, we decided to form a sustainability team, the power of four. 



Sustainability in 
action! 
 
“Are we ready?”  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On March, we embarked on this project. To begin with, we engaged in the National Clean Up day where we took the children to the local areas to pick up rubbish. For those children who do not come on Thursday and Friday, they were encouraged to participate the Clean Up Australia Day on the their own house with family members. Before the day, the 4-5 years class was learning “reduce, reuse and recycle “through books, puzzles and songs. Although we thought we were fully prepared, we soon realised that we may have jumped on to this event too quickly. 



 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was because educators including myself had limited knowledge in recycling, especially waste items. Where do they go? How much can we recycle? We also wanted to make sure that this is not just a one off activity. In order to move us forward, we realised that we needed us to become more knowledgeable. 



Need a mentor?  

Fleet, De Gioia & Patterson. (2016). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the big clean-up day, we realised we need a mentor to share knowledge and expertise to our team and children. We soon invited Amanda who works as a Consultant from Better Business Partnership to talk about reducing plastic in our lives.This session has lifted the sustainability group and educators’ knowledge. 



Need a mentor? 
-Developing strategic plans- Water  

Energy  

Waste  

Purchasing 

Community 

Safety Transport  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amanda offered us to complete a self-assessment to develop strategic plans and goals. The report was against: water consumption, energy, and waste, purchasing procurement, community engagement and safety transport. One things we found was that we were disposing too many plastic that we could have reduced. Having guided by Amanda and her team, we prioritised to reduce amount of plastic as our first goal for the project. For example, we were using far many plastic in each room. The sustainability team went into each room to see if they could possibly reduce some plastic bags. We realised that we did not necessary need to have a plastic bin liner in each rubbish bin. We decided to not to place liners. For example, office had four bins and out of three, we used bin liners. I decided to only place one bin liner so that we could reduce two in a day. 



• By 2050 there will be more 
plastic than fish in the ocean 
(by weight), and there are 
growing concerns over how 
this will impact food chains.  

• Microplastic eventually 
becomes nanoplastics which 
are invisible to the human eye 
(WWF.  2018).  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sustainability team has attended a few external training and we learned that: 



Total time to break down: 
• Milk carton - 5 years 
• Cigarette butt - 10-12 years 
• Plastic bag - 10-20 years 
• Disposable nappy - 75 years 
• Tin can - 100 years (recyclable) 
• Beer can - 200-500 years (recyclable) 
• Glass bottles and jars – Never 

(recyclable) 
Total time to biodegrade: 
Paper-2.5 months/ Orange peel – 6 
months 
(Mossakowska, n.d.) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What plastics do to the environment>>>>Every bit of plastic ever made still exists somewhere<<<<Large pieces of plastic suffocate and entangle marine life 90% of sea birds & 52% of turtles have ingested plasticUnder the influence of UV radiation and by the action of waves plastic disintegrates into microscopic pieces (microbeads)Microbeads attract toxins – they are up to 1 million times more toxic than seawater ALL SEAFOOD IS NOW CONTAMINATED WITH TOXIC MICROBEADS What plastics do to us They damage our hormonal balance, contributing to health problems and infertility.Household plastics contain two types of chemicals that mimic oestrogen:Bisphenol A (BPA) found in hard plastic polycarbonate containers and bottles (including baby bottles) and cans with epoxy resin seals (used for acidic foods like tomatoes). 



What sustainability looks like at Devonshire Street; 
• Decreased use of 

single-use plastics 
e.g. gloves, cling 
wrap, bin liners, wet 
bags 

• Eliminated use of 
non-biodegradable 
materials: no more 
balloons, straws and 
glitter 

 
 
 
 
 

• Food scraps to 
compost/worm farm 

• Edible garden 
• Family donations  
• Books sharing 
• Labelling bins and 

switches 
• Red Bin for soft 

plastic collection  
• Recycling station    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain that we were able to save 4 set of plastic bags in each week this means 20 in a week. This means we saved 1000 bags in a year. 



RED Bin for soft 
plastic   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In February, we purchased two bins. One is located in the Kitchen and the other one is located in our big playground for children to access easily. Since the implementation of the soft plastic bins, we have been taking approximately 3 x 10 litre bags per week to the Coles Red Recycling bins located in our local shopping centre – making a big impact on our soft plastic footprint!We had a wonderful morning as we accomplished our excursion to Coles and the café. At the first stop, we listened to Bishwo the Coles manager's introduction about their RED bin sustainability project. We observed how the staff sorted out the cardboard boxes and the plastic packages which would be collected and sent to the factories.Children took turns to place their plastic bags into the bins in front of the supermarket. "All these old plastic bags will be recycled and made some new bags or outdoor furniture. In this way we reduce the usage of new plastic." Bishwo exclaimed. Children felt very pleased as they contributed to our environment.  At the end of the tour Harvey's announcement (" I have seen you many time when I came to Coles with my Mummy!") made Bishwo very happy.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In July, we asked all educators to complete a survey about sustainability. These were the results. 



How much to reduce?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Critical Reflection: Bees wax wraps: did not work out. Back to drawing board and decided purchase plastic lids to cover food with.  What sustainability looks like at our centre –Decrease the use of single-use plastics e.g. gloves, cling wrap, wet bagsReducing our use of single-use plastic was something we were passionate about. We use cling-wrap everyday to cover food, hence we brainstormed how to avoid this. We thought bees wax wraps were a good option so we went to a bees-wax wrap workshop. Although fascinating to learn how to make the wraps, we discovered they are not the appropriate solution for our setting and decided on purchasing containers with lids. Educate children about paper, water usage, energy useRecyclingFood scraps to compost/worm farmEdible gardenFamily donations Simple things like labelling bins with images – making it easy/visible for children as to what goes in the bin. Stickers on lights or switches reminding people to turn them off when not requiredPreschool room participated in Clean Up Australia Day by cleaning up rubbish around the community We looked at our craft supplies and what is non-biodegradable – no more balloons, straws, glitter



Community helpers 
 
• Sustainability Educational Officer 

(council) 
• Waste Management team 

(council) 
• Bushland team (council) 
• Better Business Partnership (joint 

council service funded by Ku-ring-gai, 
North Sydney and Willoughby City 
Councils) 

• Hub Community Garden 
• Local Bunnings Warehouse 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On Thursday 21st March 2019 we were fortunate to have Joe and his team from Bunning’s come and donate resources and time to help us create edible gardens. Jonathan, Olivia, Jeremy, Tiffany, Justin, Oscar, Nanshi and Morris watched as the team re-mulched and planted various fruits and vegetables. The children listened to instructions on how to care for the garden and shared what plants they have growing at their homes.



Environmental Education 
Coordinator – conducting an 
incursion for children about the 
correct way to dispose of waste. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gill, Tejinder Environmental Education CoordinatorThis morning, Tejinder who is a Sustainability officer from Willoughby Council, visited us to talk about recycling. Tejinder introduced three different coloured bins for garbage; red one for general rubbish, yellow one for recycling items and green for gardening materials. Tejinder explained how we can save and protect our environment by reducing and reusing rubbish, therefore we need to separate garbage properly into the right bins.     The highlight of this incursion was playing a game which children took turns to put each rubbish item into the right bin between yellow and red. The children demonstrated their knowledge and awareness about recycling by selecting the right bin - such as tins, plastic bottles, paper, cardboard for yellow recycling bin and foods and general waste for red bin. Moreover, Tejinder highlighted that we can also collect batteries and soft plastics for recycling by giving them to Aldi and Coles. This activity promoted children’s understanding and respect for the environment and encouraged critical thinking. 



From garden to plate… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From garden to plate. Many children in Chatswood do not have garden at home. It’s important for them to learn 



Parent input  

“…Parental 
involvement can be 
reconceptualised 
in terms of building 
local 
democracy…” 
(Dahlberg & Moss, 
2005. p. 167). 

Fleet, De Gioia & Patterson. (2016). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parental participation and engagement was something that we were working hard to achieve at our centre. Parents’ participation was the essential element to carry on our suitability project. We try to communicate about sustainability to the parents through sharing information, we explain why we are trying to minimise our waste, and explain our recycling and waste-less initiatives. WE also document children’s learning and participation for sustainability project and shared with parents through written documentation and informal conversation. 



Children’s voices:  
“My daughter said to me she can’t use 
her own water bottle if there is a straw. 
(Mother in the 4-5 years old room)” 
 
“We need to recycle soft plastics as my 
daughter told me to do so.” (Mother in 
the 4-5 years old room) 
 
Small group of children constructing a 
house with Lego were heard saying 
“let’s put solar panels on the roof” (3-4 
years room) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A few months after the project, we noticed some conversations that children were having. We had some parents shared their conversations with their own children about sustainable practice at home. Children have become active change agents through sharing information from their own learning at the centre to their own parents. Our children were exercising their own agency to address the importance of our sustainable practice at their home. They were active citizens.  



Queena (4 years old): Sea animals look really sick, they will die. 
Justin (3 years old): it’s a plastic, recycling bottle. Animals get 
sick, animals get more sick. 
Nathan (4 years old): Oh no! They are sick. 
Katelyn (4 years old): Turtle was eating plastic bag, jellyfish too. 
Louella (4 years old): people don’t know the plastic bag goes to 
the ocean. 
Jonathan (3 years old): we need to clean the earth. 
Emma (4 years old ): plastic bag, elastic band, balloon put in the 
recycle bin. 
Sara (4 years old): I am the responsibility to take care of ocean. 
Alexis (4 years old): we don’t put rubbish on the ground. 
Gwen (3 years old): we can talk to people and say “please don’t 
do that.” 
Amy (4 years old): if we don’t know, we keep doing it again. 
Nathan (3 years old): after chucking, the garbage man needs to 
collect and chuck them in right place but that’s not fair.  

Plastic journey subtitles. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=3mTy5AA0eXo 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was a class discussion after watching a short clip about a child's perspective of how plastic toys and other plastic rubbish end up in the ocean and cause harm to seabirds and turtlesClark (2005b) emphasises that when adults engage in reciprocal communication and exchange with children and allow them to freely express themselves they signal to children that their knowledge and opinions are valued which in turn can empower children. Enabling children to take the lead in decision-making processes through the Mosaic approach indicates to children that adults trust their capability and encourages tem to take more responsibility towards their own learning (Clark, 2005b).



What do our families do?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We created an information board for parents to share what they do at home to look after the environment and we received large number of feedback. We hardly received any feedback before, but the parents were happy to share information about their sustainable practice.We noticed changes in their attitudes and a level of engagement. We noticed that something has changed. The children made the changes.  





Preschool Class - 
 
News topic for the 
week was on 
‘sustainability 
practices at home’   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bonnie then showed cloth shopping bag, LED light and timer to show us how to look after our environmentKenneth brought in water timer. 





Fleet, De Gioia & Patterson. (2016). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Sustainability Team completed the survey to reflect on their practice to see“What has been the impact of our changed actions?” 



Summary of Reflection Survey 
1. What did you learn from being a part of this project? 
How important our influence is. How much of an impact we can 
have on the environment 
2. What was your idea/conception about sustainability early 
this year? 
Mostly ignorant on the topic, as we were not aware of 
implementing sustainable practice or about the difference we 
could make. 
3: How do you see yourself now? 
As contributors to protecting our environment and as role models 
in embedding sustainable practices into our daily routines 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sustainability group members filled out a survey so we could analyse our progress



Challenges  
Q: What hinders us from working on this project? 
  
• Lack of time to work on the project; communicate with 

colleagues  
• Lack of staff to relieve all of the members of the 

sustainability group  
• Not getting discouraged by hiccups 
• Encouraging all educators to participate   

 



Findings: 
 • The team felt empowered by making changes to the workplace. 

They were willing to learn and investigate further.  
• Shifting power through ongoing consultation and collaborative 

practice led to a development of collaborative workplace and 
culture.  

• Children’s voices and documentation facilitated parents’ 
participation in the project.  

• ‘Just come for work’ has no longer existed. It has changed as a 
collective mission based on ethical practice and social justice. 

• The project has brought us new hope and optimism for the 
future.  
 
 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
it is essential for educators to create an educational space where children, educators and families’ values and ideas are constantly valued and empowered with evolving shared directions (Dahlberg & Moss, 2005; Shepherd & Robertson, 2012)



“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, 
it's the only thing that ever 
has.” Mead. (n.d, n.p). 
 



Future dreams and hopes 
   • Encourage family participation. 
• Collect milk lids to support who 

collect plastic bottle lid ‘Envision 
Hands’ and through processing 
them they turn the lids into brightly 
coloured plastic limbs for child 
amputees.  

• Organise sustainability seminars for 
families and extended people in the 
community.  
 



• Adopt an animal to help 
fund programs, focusing on 
endangered species and 
assist with the conservation, 
breeding and preservation 
of wild animals and their 
habitats. 

• Work with council to install a 
rainwater tank.  
 

Future dreams and hopes (cont) 



If this is how far we 
have come in a short 
time, imagine the 
possibilities for the 
future… 



“Coming together is a 
beginning  

Keeping together is 
progress 

Working together is 
success.” Ford. (n.d. 

n.p.). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the second global climate strike, we encouraged parents to make a pledge for a sustainable future. 





Dr Seuss. (1971).  
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