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• Competing discourses around pedagogy in 

ECEC (McArdle) 

• Image of the child is productive of pedagogy 

(Dahlberg, Walkerdine) 

• Applying theory to practice fails to transgress 

habitual understandings and dominant 

discourses (Dahlberg, Lenz Taguchi) 

Challenges 
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• Working from practice to theory - contextualised and 

particular rather than general and abstract 

• hold and work with contradictions and uncertainties 

(Dahlberg, Moss & Pence, McArdle) 

• Pedagogical documentation as tool for meaning making 

(Dahlberg, Moss & Pence) 

• Social inquiry ‘with’ rather than ‘on’ (Schwandt) 

• Respectful, reciprocal, responsive dialogue (Barrera & 

Corso) 

Professional development as 

cross-cultural dialogue? 
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Curry Kids Cloncurry 

Action :- 

• redesign the outdoor environment with focus on 

nature 

• trial ‘plastic-free’ day weekly in outdoor 

environment 

• design provocations and provisions to support 

children’s play and exploration in outdoor spaces 
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• New outdoor spaces with emphasis on natural 

materials 

• Sustained establishment  of vegetable gardens 

incorporated into curriculum 

• 35% of documented planned experiences now from 

outdoors   

• Range of 30-75% of documented experiences across 

age groups involve nature or natural materials  

Curry Kids, Cloncurry -  

Outcomes 
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Little Swaggies Child Care Winton  

Question:  

"How can we effectively share and communicate the value of the children's 

learning and our program to parents and the community  

What we discovered: 

• Surveying families to identify what they know and what 

is important to their families needs 

• Its important to make contact with families coming in 

and out of the service and talk to them about what was 

happening in our rooms and at the centre.  

• Our educators were not confident in communicating 

children's learning to families.  

• Some of the programming documents that we did each 

day at our service families were not aware of their 

purpose or value. 
 



What we decided to do (Action) 
 

• Survey families to find out what they know and what is important to them 

and their families.   

• Do training and research in communication skills 

• Engage parents in general conversations about the children and their 

learning.  

• Use a range of different strategies to communicate what is happening at 

the Centre and in each of the rooms, eg monthly newsletter, informal 

conversations, closed Facebook page, display in the foyer of the Centre. 

• Chose different areas of the centre and explain what is happening and 

why, eg  introduction of the play cycle into our service, the positives for the 

children, and their play learning and relationships with each other.  
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Further questions… 

• How do we create contexts in which remote 

services engage in professional dialogue and 

development as equal partners? 

• How do we provoke reciprocity and power 

sharing? 
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