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Groups for fathers 

ÅNuts & Bolts of 

Kids and School 



Aboriginal dads 

ÅBrothers Inside 

ÅWhose ya Mob 

ÅOur kids need 

dads who 



Antenatal work with fathers 



Rough and Tumble play 

ÅHealthy Dads 

Healthy Kids 



Dads Kids Connect  

Video Feedback with Dads 



Fathers for School Readiness 

ÅPlay-based fathers 

engagement for 

child self-regulation 



CŀǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘΧǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΚ 



Noticing negative parts of fatherhood 
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SAVE 

PRINT 

REPRINTS & PERMISSIONS 

Father bailed after allegedly slapping daughter at gym 

 



Video 



A generation of new fathers? 

Average age of first time fathers  

 

33  

 

So most were born around 1983  

 



1983 



A generation of new Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander fathers? 

Average age of first time Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

fathers  

 

27  

 

So most were born around 1989  

 



1989 Kevin Kichener, Michael Long, Royal Commission  



What do the dads say?  

 

I ask them  

Why do it different to your own dad?  

 

They say 

ÅCommunity expectation 

ÅñSheôll kill meò 

ÅBecause I want the connection 



ñBecause I want the connectionò 

ÅTheir dads didnôt do it 

ÅThey want to do it 

BUT 

ÅNo understanding of exactly how or why 

ÅNo one to óholdô them while they learn? 
 



Close the Knowledge Gap ð 

fathers donõt know about  

ÅBrain growth 

ÅFathersô effect on 

development 

ÅCoparenting 

ÅAttachment  



The evidence about fathers as men 

ÅMen are different to women 

ÅBoys Í Girls 

ÅFathering Í Mothering 

 

 

 

 

 



Ideal from 1980s  

   men (dads)    =    women (mums)  


